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Arts and Culture Commission Meeting Date: September 12th, 2022

To: Commission Members

From: Natalie Draper, Library Director

Staff Report on Public Art and Creative Placemaking.

Action Requested:
Discussion/Information Only.

Summary Report:
1. Thank you to the commission for supporting the dedication, welcoming guests and distributing

surveys and buttons.  The survey summary is attached for your information and the final report to
SEMAC has been accepted.

2. Steve Maus (library) and have been working with the Chamber of Commerce to update the art
kiosk map of downtown (by Family Fare) so that the Chamber can also use the map in the case by
the liquor store at 5th and Water St.

3. Update on Friends of Downtown are pursuing a grant to continue Artists on Main Street next year.
Will have more updates on that later this fall. It will be exciting to see that happen again and the
PARC process for is always a fun experience.

4. Rocky Casillas has finished the mural for the children’s department in the library which will adorn
the end caps of the fiction shelving. The mural is in the style of a graphic novel, a joyful triptych
depicting mythical and imaginary creatures engaging in community building activities. There are
speech bubbles with English and Spanish phrases throughout. The Friends of the Library
supported this commission.

5. Our online Artwork Archive <https://www.artworkarchive.com/profile/northfield> is being filled in. All
of the Library’s collection that is on display has been added and it looks great. Steve Maus and
Libby Barth at the Library were a huge help in taking photographs and entering data. Next we are
working on getting all of the public pieces around town photographed and updated. Having a place
to store records on the artwork, maintenance reminders, etc, is really helpful on the backend too.

6. The State of the Arts Committee met to discuss what the presentation should include and what the
survey on public art should consist of. We have a rough draft of a survey that should be ready next
month. The presentation will take a bit more time but will hopefully be ready for council in October.
If not, we could move that to November and still have the working together Mixer & Mingle in
October and launch the survey then, if the commission wants to do that.

7. Hispanic Heritage Celebration is on September 17th! Please join us!
Alternative Options:

N/A
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Financial Impacts:
N/A

Tentative Timelines:
N/A
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