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City Council Meeting Date: August 22, 2017

To: Mayor and City Council
City Administrator

From: Monte Nelson, Chief of Police

Approve Resolution authorizing the City of Northfield on behalf of the Police Department, to enter into an
updated Joint Powers Agreement with the State of Minnesota for use of the Criminal Justice Data
Communications Network

Action Requested:
The Northfield City Council is asked to approve the attached resolution authorizing the new Joint Powers
Agreement (JPA) between the City of Northfield and State of Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension, for
Police Department access to and use of the Criminal Justice Data Communications Network (CJDN.)  Approval
of the resolution will authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the JPA and Subscriber Agreement on behalf
of the City of Northfield.

Summary Report:
The State of Minnesota via the Department of Public Safety, Bureau of Criminal Apprehension (BCA), has
updated and improved systems for the electronic access of data via the CJDN.  These systems have expanded to
allow access between the State, Municipal and County Law Enforcement Agencies, District and State Courts,
and other Criminal Justice entities.  As part of this process, it is necessary for all agencies accessing data on the
CJDN to enter into an updated JPA with the State.

The proposed Resolution, JPA, and Subscriber Agreement must all be approved and signed for the Police
Department to continue use of the CJDN.  Access to, and use of, the CJDN is critical to daily functions of the
Police Department.  These updated agreements are overdue at this time; the City Clerk and Chief of Police were
just recently made aware of the need for the new JPA.

Alternative Options:
N/A

Financial Impacts:
The only financial impacts would be if the City did not enter into the agreement with the State of Minnesota for
access to the CJDN.  Not having access to the system would make it nearly impossible to complete everyday
law enforcement tasks.

Tentative Timelines:
As soon as the Resolution is approved, the Mayor and City Clerk will sign the JPA and Subscriber Agreement,
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so they can be filed with the state by August 25.
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