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Meeting Date: May 3, 2023

To: Members of the Heritage Preservation Commission

From: Revee Needham, Assistant City Planner

Staff Updates.

Action Requested:
Hear updates from staff.

Summary Report:
1. Happy Preservation Month! <https://savingplaces.org/stories/preservation-month-2023>
2. The Transit Hub plans are tentatively planned to be approved by City Council in May.
3. The EDA is discussing bringing back the Façade Improvement Grant next year.
4. The City Council will have a work session on the riverfront and downtown development on May 9th.
5. The Arts and Culture Commission will be hosting a Public Art Review Committees (PARC) in the

coming months for public art projects in downtown for Artists on Main Street.
6. Staff are working with a class at Carleton College to do a historic preservation StoryMap.
7. The City is working with Barr Engineering on a Feasibility Report to explore options for the Ames Mill

Dam. More information will be presented in the coming months.
8. All properties within the Historic District are eligible to apply for funding through the Southern

Minnesota Initiative Foundation’s Main Street Grant program. The application closes on May 1st. More
information is available at: <https://www.northfieldmn.gov/1562/Main-Street-Grant>

9. The EDA’s Riverfront Enhancement Grant application is open until May 15th. Some properties in the
Historic District are eligible to apply. More information is available at:
<https://www.northfieldmn.gov/753/EDA-Grants-Loans>

10. The EDA is discussing bringing back the Façade Improvement Grant next year.
11. The City Council will have a work session on the riverfront and downtown development on May 9th.
12. Minor COAs:
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· 302 Division St (Fire Station and City Hall building) - tuckpointing, replacing stone window
sills on the west facade, repairing of the spalled concrete on the base of the concrete patio, and
the washing and sealing of the concrete patio.

· 220 Division St (Nutting Block building) - replacement of the brick arches, tuckpointing,
washing the building and using a brick sealer to preserve the brick and mortar, replacing the
failing flashing at the top of the building, and repainting the Nutting Block sign.

13. Upcoming educational opportunities available:

· Intro to Masonry on May 6th. Register online at:
<https://www.rethos.org/events/rehab-lab-intro-to-masonry>

· San Francisco's Facade Ordinance Requirements Webinar on May 9th. Register online at:
https://sgh.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_3orKxLI4QkW3F6w2pjW4ww?

· Preservation - An Effective Planning Tool webinar on May 19th. Register online at:
<https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_-rOSGRJ8QBuqSNOD3vCi8w>

· Not Another Integrity Debate: Local Preservation Efforts and Strategies in Action webinar on
May 24th. Register online at: <https://www.napcommissions.org/webinar-series>

· So You Bought an Old Home, So What on May 15th. Register online at:
<https://www.rethos.org/events/so-you-bought-an-old-home-now-what>

· House of Style: Understanding Historic Interiors webinar on June 6th. Register online at:
<https://www.rethos.org/events/house-of-style-understanding-historic-interiors-2-ce-credits>

· Repairing and Restoring Old Windows on June 14th. Register online at:
<https://www.rethos.org/events/repairing-and-restoring-old-windows-8>

· More information on Rethos trainings available at: <https://www.rethos.org/event>

· Additional webinars/information available through the Minnesota Historical Society at:
<https://www.mnhs.org/preservation/localhistory/conferences>

Alternative Options:
N/A

Financial Impacts:
N/A

Tentative Timeline:
N/A
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