




A. Internal connections: Kraewood Drive

Connecting Highland Avenue (and preserving the ROW for possible connection to the east in the future) 
and adding a new north-south connection with Kraewood Drive from Greenvale A venue to Juniper 
A venue will create new ways to reach neighborhood destinations, enable lower traffic bike routes, and 
establish new "around the block" routes for walking. The plat will establish the street framework for 
improved walking, rolling and biking, but additional Council action is needed to ensure streets meet the 
LDC subdivision purpose of providing a pleasant experience and a high degree of safety and 
convenience.2 Newer policies including the Complete Streets policy, Climate Action Plan, and Surface 
Water Management Plan further guide the City to take action to prioritize people walking and biking, 
slow vehicle traffic, and use green infrastructure to manage storm water along Kraewood Drive and within 
the subdivision.3 

Recommendations for Kraewood Drive 

Establish clear design priorities: The PC recommends the following priority for design: 

• People walking, rolling and biking are the top priority for design. Public space must be allocated
to ensure vulnerable users are safe and facilities make walking and biking more convenient.

• Vehicle access to homes should be the primary vehicle traffic within the subdivision.

• Through traffic must be slow and subordinate to other priorities.

• On-street parking is least important.

Engage a professional designer to recommend specific traffic calming facilities on Kraewood Drive 

to slow vehicles, reduce through traffic volume, and carry out the priorities above. There are many tools 
demonstrated to slow traffic such as curb extensions (such as Water and 7th Streets), bike lanes, speed 
humps/tables, raised crosswalks, chicanes, street trees and many more. Because Northfield staff have 
limited experience in this area, the PC recommends hiring a consultant to design the street to slow vehicle 
traffic while ensuring traffic calming does not create obstacles, especially to people biking. 

Engage a professional designer to recommend low-impact development and green infrastructure 

solutions to build climate action and stormwater management into the street: As discussed further in 
the environmental section below, proposed stormwater management for the subdivision requires ponding 
which removes the natural stormwater system to create an aitificial one. Green infrastructure can 
significantly reduce runoff and treat stormwater within the street right-of-way. In addition, some traffic 
calming features such as chicanes or curb extensions can also serve as locations for infiltration and other 
green infrastructure. 

B. Lincoln Parkway

At the public hearing, the Planning Commission heard many speakers express fears about both current 
vehicle traffic on Lincoln Parkway, and the impact of additional vehicles from the proposed development. 

2 LDC 5.2.3 
3 Climate Action Plan, RS-2, Surface Water Management Plan (section on incentivizing low impact approaches, 
p. 53), Complete Streets Policy, Comprehensive Plan Land Use Principles
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Traffic studies - which are limited to a vehicle delay perspective - show Lincoln Parkway can 

accommodate the projected amount of additional vehicle traffic; the Planning Commission does not 

dispute this isolated finding. 

Rather, the Commission is deeply concerned about what has not been measured, how prior development 

was not held accountable for its impact on safety, and how the City can take action immediately to 

improve Lincoln Parkway as well build longer-term solutions into the City's capital planning. 

Lincoln Parkway issues 

The City has not improved safety as development has occurred. After Lincoln Parkway was 

constructed a significant amount of residential development and large institutional uses have been 

built nearby. Given the City's current and past development review process and requirements, 

there has been no mechanism for requiring developers to address off-site impacts created by their 

developments, nor did the City act to address them. 

The land use context has not been addressed in sufficient detail. Lincoln Parkway serves both 

as a through route between Highway 3 and North A venue. It is also the hub for local vehicle 

access to Greenvale Park School, the Northfield Community Education Center, Kildahl Park 

Pointe senior coop, and residential areas including the new Kraewood development. Critically, 

the combination of fast through traffic and turning traffic (especially at school opening and 

closing) with an elementary school and residential areas make Lincoln Parkway a dangerous 

obstacle for people - especially children - traveling along and trying to cross to school, parks, 

downtown by walking, rolling, and biking. 

The Bolton & Menk traffic study review fails to consider non-vehicle traffic. The report 

barely considers walking and does not mention bicycling or rolling at all. Aside from 

recommending changing the school crosswalk location, the study does not (and was not designed 

to) evaluate the street design and vehicle speed to make recommendations for safe, convenient, 

active travel either along Lincoln Parkway and especially crossing the street. Improving bike and 

pedestrian safety on and across Lincoln Parkway is an immediate need. 

Lincoln Parkway Recommendations 

• Immediately install temporary/demonstration projects to slow traffic and enable safe

crossing by children at relevant locations on Lincoln Street between Cannon Valley Drive and

the Spring/Greenvale A venue intersection. Engage the neighborhood north and south of Lincoln

to determine where need to cross and locations of most perceived danger. Crossings need to be

obvious, accessible, and convenient for families and small children.

• Install temporary protected bike lanes (e.g. using plastic delineators) on both sides of Lincoln

Parkway to calm traffic, eliminate parking and encourage rolling and biking. Further connections

to low stress routes (such as making Spring Street south of Greenvale a signed and traffic calmed

bike boulevard, adding co1rnections to the St. Olaf bike facilities in the 2022 street projects, etc.)

should be planned now, for installation as street projects or budgets allow.
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• Incorporate planning and funding permanent changes into the CIP after evaluating trial

projects. The City should determine a trial period for temporary improvements and collect data

and feedback during this period to support permanent changes.

• Work with the school district to reduce chauffeuring children to school as part of

Northfield's Safe Routes to School plan by improving bike and walk connections and considering

limiting vehicle access on Lincoln Parkway at school opening and closing times.

2. Environmental Costs and Benefits

Northfield's Comprehensive Plan land use principles establish the City's commitment to environmental 

stewardship, especially (Chapter 5): 

• The natural environment will be protected, enhanced and better integrated in the community.

• Environmentally-sensitive and sustainable practices will be integrated into new developments

and redeveloped areas.

The LDC (Ch. 5 Subdivision) works: 

And 

5.1.1 (A)(5) To encourage the wise use and management of land and natural resources throughout 

the city in order to preserve the integrity, stability, and natural beauty of the community; 

5.1.1 (A)( 12) To implement the city's Surface Water Management Plan, protect and improve 

surface water quality, promote ground water recharge, enhance wildlife through proper 

management of surface water, and minimize public expenditures needed to protect water quality 

problems. 

More recently and with greater specificity, Northfield has adopted its Climate Action Plan to reduce the 

City's carbon footprint and increase resilience. 

A. Trees and habitat

As required by the LDC,4 the developers submitted a tree inventory with the plat application indicating a 

mature forest ecosystem on parts of the site; this was corroborated by public testimony. Mature trees and 

associated ecosystems provide a wide variety of benefits including: shade and cooling, wildlife habitat, 

water storage and infiltration, and carbon sequestration. A number of members of the public, including a 

professional biologist, also gave testimony as to the likely presence of the rusty patched bumblebee on the 

site which is a federally listed endangered species. 

The proposed plat preserves some of the mature trees. However, the increased priority of climate action in 

the City argues for additional effort to minimize impacts and maximize the amount of value that can be 

carried forward. With that in mind, the Planning Commission makes the following recommendations to 

Council. 

4 LDC 3.5.6 Landscape, screening and buffering standards 
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