~ INJORTHFIELD'S CANNON RIVER REGIONAL PARK EXPERIENCE
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Minnesota

RIVERFRONT PARKS
GREENWAY

RIVERWAY
DOWNTOWN DISTRICT

AMES MILL DAM

EXISTING KEY TRAILS
PROPOSED KEY TRAILS

B

THE 2020 RIVERFRONT ENHANCEMENT ACTION PLAN

Northfield is on the cusp of realizing a tremendous opportunity, to
build on the four completed conceptual park diagrams as the basis for
a unified Regional Park Master Plan. This will focus on environmental
restoration, recreation and connectivity as the hallmarks for a local and
regional park destination. With potential partners including nearby cities,
Rice and Dakota Counties, and the Cannon River Watershed Partnership,
Northfield is well-positioned to apply for formal designation as a Regional
Park in Greater Minnesota.

ESTABLISH NORTHFIELD’S CANNON RIVER
- ' - REGIONAL PARK

Immediate Actions:
» Begin the application process with the goal of submitting by the
June 30th, 2021 deadline.

ENHANCE + ACTIVATE YOUR RIVERFRONT PARKS

Key to a successful application as an exciting, charismatic regional park are the
unique natural features and panoply of recreational opportunities that create a
true destination. The four city parks in Northfield have very distinct identities,
based on location, context, and expressed park-user needs. With a common
focus on the Cannon River, complemented by the historic downtown and other
nearby assets, Northfield’s riverfront parks are the cornerstone of a compelling
new recreational and ecologically restored system.

Immediate Actions:
Develop all elements of Ames Park as a first priority
Start planning for multi use building at Babcock Park
Resolve relocation of rodeo and dog-park from Babcock Park
Develop canoe/kayak water access

COMPLETE YOUR LOCAL + REGIONAL TRAIL SYSTEM

As important as the distinct qualities found within the four city-owned
parks are the connections between them and to the larger regional trail
system. It’s noteworthy that the system of trails in the Cannon Valley
and beyond comprise one the most beautiful, diverse and extensive
systems in the entire state. Missing links within the city’s borders should
be completed. Safe, local connections to surrounding neighborhoods
and the colleges should be developed for locals and visitors alike.

Immediate Actions:

» Plan/install a comprehensive wayfinding system

» Connect Ames Park to Sechler Park

» Complete the Mill Towns State Trail

» Add bike lanes to downtown bridges

» Mow temporary trail on City land along west side of river

EXPLORE AMES MILL DAM RECONSTRUCTION OPTIONS

There is excitement building around the possibility that the Ames Mill = =
Dam might play an important role in reinforcing the health, continuity ==
and variety of the Cannon River State Water Trail. Designated as a wild =
and scenic river, the Cannon still suffers from environmental degradation

and human intervention. A reconstruction for the existing dam has the
potential to be both a restorative feature and significant recreational

regional attraction.

Immediate Actions:

» Conduct the dam study recommended by DNR staff
» Assess alternatives for the future of the dam

» Apply for grant funding (design + construction)

PROMOTE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
+ TOURIST DESTINATION

Northfield is a beautiful and inviting community, possessing attributes
that many communities would love to have. The city has the opportunity
to build on its successes and innate charm to become a year-round
destination for recreation, nature, arts and culture. But, this effort is not
simply a parks plan. It is also an economic development strategy that
benefits both the local community and attracts a regional audience.
Proposed park improvements must align with broader Regional Park
Master Plan objectives.

Immediate Actions:

» Explore incentives to improve river-side of downtown buildings
» Work with one or more businesses as pilot projects

» Apply for grant funding



