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Project Overview

▪ The Northfield Pedestrian, Bike, and 
Trail System Update aims to:

▪ Update the Pedestrian, Bicycle, and Trail 
System map to create a more connected 
bicycle and pedestrian network

▪ Recommend an alignment for the Northfield 
portion of the Mill Towns State Trail

▪ Develop infrastructure recommendations 
around Northfield High School and Arcadia 
Charter School

▪ Update City’s Street Chart Table



Project Overview

Project Tasks

Existing Plan and Policy Review

Community Engagement

Safe Routes to School Planning

Mill Towns State Trail Alignment Map

Pedestrian & Bicycle Network Analysis

Update Pedestrian, Bicycle and Trail System Map

Update Street Chart Table



Community Engagement Recap

▪ Two key components:

▪ Community meetings

▪ Online interactive map

Update Pedestrian, Bicycle 

and Trail System Map



What We Heard

▪ Desire for improvements on Highway 3 and Division 
Street corridor 

▪Safer crossings

▪Improved walking and biking facilities

▪ Safer access around K-12 schools

▪ Limited protection at dangerous intersections for 
pedestrians and bicyclists

▪ Sidewalk gaps throughout city, especially in the fast-
growing SE area

▪ Connections to off-street trails need improvement 
(through physical trail connections to the street and/or 
improved wayfinding signage)

▪ Drivers often don’t stop for pedestrians or bicyclists, 
which makes crossing wide streets difficult
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Mill Towns 
State Trail

▪ 72% of people favored Option B 

▪ 44 of 61 

▪ Benefits:

▪ Connects schools and parks

▪ Less disruption to downtown

▪ Access to parks and soccer 

fields

▪ SE part of town is growing

▪ Preserve on-street parking





Safe Routes to School

▪ Northfield High School

▪ Walking and bicycling issues map

▪ Recommendation map

▪ Arcadia Charter School

▪ Walking and bicycling issues map

▪ Recommendation map



▪ Challenges crossing Division Street between Woodley and Jefferson Parkway



▪ Sidewalk gaps and lack of maintenance



▪ Missing curb ramps
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▪ Sidewalk gaps and curbless streets; cars park on sidewalks



DRAFT



Street Chart Table Update

▪ Key changes:

▪ Simplify and reduce redundancy

▪ More emphasis on context of street, less emphasis on anticipated motor 

vehicle volumes (land use vs. functional classification)

▪ Lower target speeds (design of roadway + speed limit = target speed)

▪ Developed one-page spreads for each street type

▪ Detailed information on design characteristics



Context is key



Context is key









Planned Walking and Bicycling Network Map 

▪ Update aims to create a more connected bicycle and pedestrian 

network

▪ Fill key sidewalk gaps

▪ Identify trail and on-street bikeway alignments

▪ Recommendations based on:

▪ Feedback received from community members

▪ Existing network analysis

▪ Coordination with City staff





Next Steps

▪ Opportunity to comment on draft documents through Fri. March 8
th

▪ All comments can be submitted to Tim Behrendt at: 

tim.behrendt@ci.northfield.mn.us

▪ Revisions to draft documents

▪ Follow-up presentation to City Council

mailto:tim.behrendt@ci.northfield.mn.us
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