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City of Northfield

Meeting Minutes - Draft

City Council

6:00 PM Council ChambersTuesday, October 2, 2018

6:00 PM - REGULAR AGENDA

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Pownell called the meeting to order at 6:03 pm.

Council Member David DeLong, Council Member Suzie Nakasian, Council Member 

Brad Ness, Council Member Jessica Peterson White, and Mayor Rhonda Pownell

Present: 5 - 

Council Member Greg Colby, and Council Member Erica ZweifelAbsent: 2 - 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Mayor Pownell noted the items on the supplemental memo.

A motion was made by Council Member Nakasian, seconded by Council Member 

Ness, to approve the agenda. The motion carried by the following vote:

Yes: C.  DeLong, C.  Nakasian, C.  Ness, C.  Peterson White, and Mayor Pownell5 - 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

1. 18-477 September 18, 2018 City Council Meeting Minutes

A motion was made by Council Member Ness, seconded by Council Member 

Peterson White, to approve the September 18, 2018 City Council Meeting 

Minutes. The motion carried by the following vote:

Yes: C.  DeLong, C.  Nakasian, C.  Ness, C.  Peterson White, and Mayor Pownell5 - 

2. 18-478 September 11, 2018 Work Session Meeting Minutes

A motion was made by Council Member Nakasian, seconded by Council Member 

Ness, to approve the September 11, 2018 City Council Work Session Minutes. The 

motion carried by the following vote:

Yes: C.  DeLong, C.  Nakasian, C.  Ness, C.  Peterson White, and Mayor Pownell5 - 

3. 18-479 September 24, 2018 Special City Council Meeting Minutes

A motion was made by Council Member Ness, seconded by Council Member 

Nakasian, to approve the September 24, 2018 Special City Council Meeting 

Minutes. The motion carried by the following vote:

Yes: C.  DeLong, C.  Nakasian, C.  Ness, C.  Peterson White, and Mayor Pownell5 - 

PRESENTATIONS

Page 1City of Northfield Printed on 10/12/2018

http://northfield.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=5440
http://northfield.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=5452
http://northfield.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=5455


October 2, 2018City Council Meeting Minutes - Draft

4. 18-480 Presentation Recognizing KYMN Radio’s 50th Anniversary.

Councilor Ness recognized KYMN Radio for 50 years on the air.  Ness presented a 

certificate to KYMN representatives in recognition of their 50th anniversary. Wayne Eddy 

thanked the Council for the recognition.

5. 18-481 Presentation on Recognizing the Second Monday in October as Indigenous 

Peoples Day in Northfield, Minnesota.

City Administrator Martig introduced this item.  HRC representatives Mar Valdecantos 

and Angelique Dietz provided information on recognizing the second Monday of October 

as Indigenous Peoples Day in Northfield.  Angelique Dietz read a statement prepared by 

the Human Rights Commission.

6. 18-482 Presentation of September 20 Tornado and Thunderstorm Response Update.

Public Works Director/City Engineer Bennett spoke regarding the clean up effort and 

progress.  Noted staff is moving to parks cleanup at this time.  The neighborhood pickup 

will start on October 8 to allow residents time to get debris to the curb for pickup.  

Bennett noted they are not observing a lot of debris in the boulevard at this time.  The 

City will be going back to grind stumps in the right of way after the other tasks are 

completed.  Will be reopening the compost site later this week.  Information will be 

posted on the website.  Interim Community Development Director Ericson provided 

information on the survey of home damage.  Noted mostly minor storm damage to homes 

in the southeast area of the community.  Ericson reported on the door-to-door efforts in 

this area regarding damage assessment and finding out if people needed help cleaning 

up.  Ericson Introduced Mike Krance, Northfield Shares and the volunteers that assisted 

Rachel & Naomi Neesler, Steph Helkenn from Rejoice Church.  Krance noted part of 

Northfield Shares mission is inspiring volunteer efforts.  Northfield Shares works as more 

of connector.  50 people reached out to Northfield Shares wanting to get involved with 

storm cleanup efforts.  Northfield Shares worked to connect volunteers with people in 

need.  Naomi & Rachel developed a Google form to facilitate this effort.  They shared 

their story on how they got involved. Steph Helkenn talked about reaching out to other 

churches in town and sending over 200 volunteers out.  She noted they are committed to 

the long haul and are about serving the community and building connections.  Krance 

noted they have joined Crisis Cleanup, a platform to list properties in need of assistance.  

Groups can claim a property and come and assist with efforts.  Noted a group from 

Brainerd came and assisted over the weekend.  Over 75 properties have been entered 

into Crisis Cleanup.  About half have been taken care of already.  Moving forward, 

Northfield Shares will continue to gather information and put into Crisis Cleanup and 

looking at cleanup weekends.  The major need is for people that can haul things, 

pickups, trailers and people with chain saws. Noted there are sports teams willing to walk 

fields if farms are needing people.  Also noted there are many efforts going on that we 

aren't aware of.   City Administrator Martig thanked staff and volunteers involved.  Mayor 

& Council thanked those involved.

CONSENT AGENDA

City Administrator Martig introduced the items on the consent agenda.

A motion was made by Council Member Ness, seconded by Council Member 

Nakasian, to approve the Consent Agenda. The motion carried by the following 

vote:
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Yes: C.  DeLong, C.  Nakasian, C.  Ness, C.  Peterson White, and Mayor Pownell5 - 

7. Res. 2018-098 Consider Resolution Recognizing the Second Monday in October as 

Indigenous Peoples Day in Northfield, Minnesota.

8. 18-483 Consider Approving Disbursements totaling $936,930.12

9. 18-484 Council consideration of Permanent Drainage and Utility Easement Agreement 

with Strobel and Werner Real Estate Holding Company, LLC.

10. 18-485 Consider Approval of Public Works Banner Policy.

11. Res. 2018-099 Consider Resolution for 2020-2021 MnDOT Local Partnership Program 

Grant Submittal for Trunk Highway 246 and Jefferson Parkway Roundabout 

Improvements.

12. Res. 2018-100 Consider the acceptance of gift sculpture by Nick Swearer.

13. 18-486 Consideration of Temporary Space Lease for the Library Bookmobile.

14. Res. 2018-101 Approve application for off-site gambling premises permit for the Defeat of 

Jesse James Days Committee, Inc.at the Eagles Club, 304 Water Str,. on 

October 28, 2018.

15. Res. 2018-102 Consider Proclamation Declaring KYMN Radio’s 50th Anniversary.

16. 18-487 Consider Authorization of Northfield Shares Fund Grant Application for 

translation capital equipment.

17. 18-488 Consider Mayoral Appointment to Northfield Park and Recreation Advisory 

Board.

Note:  During the vote on the Consent Agenda, Council Member DeLong requested that 

the record reflect he was present and not voting on Consent Agenda Item No. 7. Res. 

2018-098-Consider Resolution Recognizing the Second Monday in October as Indigenous 

Peoples Day in Northfield, Minnesota.  This was noted on the vote record on the 

Resolution.

OPEN PUBLIC COMMENTS

Patrick Tomczik, 1203 Woodland Trail, spoke regarding levy and information contained 

in the City water bill.  Tomzcik asked who paid for the information contained in water bill, 

how much will it cost taxpayers and why the City is paying for a private business.  Mayor 

Pownell noted rules of business and asked Tomzcik to submit questions in writing for a 

response. 
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Larry DeBoer, 1405 Mayflower Drive, noted he spoke in June when the referendum came 

up.  He stated nothing was said at the meeting about an excise tax, asked when the 

language was approved, and asked about transparency.  He stated he cannot find the 

information about when it was approved.  Mayor Pownell offered to meet with both Mr. 

DeBoer and Mr. Tomczik.

Dorothea Hrossowyc, rural Northfield, thanked Council for designating Indigenous 

Peoples Day and spoke regarding her view of the importance of the alternative view.

Bob Kell, 806 Spring Str. S., spoke regarding designating Indigenous Peoples Day.  

Noted family heritage and that he has been a citizen of Northfield for 25 years.  Stated it 

is important to respect the rights of all people.  

Mar Valdecantos, HRC Chair, thanked Council for passing designation of Indigenous 

Peoples Day.  Spoke about next steps.  

Olivia Frey, 401 Highland Ave., read a statement regarding celebrating Indigenous 

Peoples Day.  Noted Northfield Reads film showing on October 28 at Weitz Center.

REGULAR AGENDA

18. Res. 2018-103 Consider Resolution Approving Budget Amendment for 2019 NAFRS Fire 

Truck to be Purchased in 2018 utilizing reserve funds.

City Administrator Martig introduced this item and answered questions posed by Council.

A motion was made by Council Member DeLong, seconded by Council Member 

Peterson White, to postpone Resolution 2018-103 - Approving 2018 Budget 

Amendments to the General Fund and Vehicle and Equipment Fund to Purchase 

a NAFRS Fire Truck. The motion carried by the following vote:

Yes: C.  DeLong, C.  Nakasian, C.  Ness, C.  Peterson White, and Mayor Pownell5 - 

19. 18-489 Consider authorizing staff to prepare Dick’s Sanitation, Inc. Waste Hauling 

Contract Extension.

Utilities Manager Wagner introduced this item and reviewed information approved by the 

EQC directing staff to enter into contract negotiations with DSI.  Wagner answered 

questions posed by Council.  Public Works Director/City Engineer Bennett provided 

information and answered questions posed by Council.  

Council provided feedback on items they would like to see included and noted this may 

need to come back to a Work Session for further discussion before final contract 

approval.

A motion was made by Council Member Nakasian, seconded by Council Member 

Peterson White, authorizing staff to prepare a refuse contract extension with 

Dick’s Sanitation, Inc. The motion carried by the following vote:

Yes: C.  DeLong, C.  Nakasian, C.  Ness, C.  Peterson White, and Mayor Pownell5 - 

Recess

The City Council took a five minute break at 7:35 pm.  The meeting resumed at 7:43 pm.
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20. Ord. 998 Consider Approving Amendment of Article IV of Chapter 70 of Northfield 

City Code on Right-of-Way Management.

Public Works Director/City Engineer Bennett introduced this item and answered 

questions posed by Council.  City Attorney Hood spoke regarding State Statute related to 

this item and answered questions posed by Council.  

Katherine Paskar, representing Verizon Wireless, noted appreciation of staffs work on 

the ordinance.  Noted their suggestions were incorporated and that reasonable 

considerations on decorative poles can be made.  Noted additional conditions imposed in 

Single Family Home and Historic Districts.  Noted willing to work with staff if there is 

something that Council doesn't like and ensure they deploy sites that look nice.

A motion was made by Council Member DeLong, seconded by Council Member 

Ness, to approve the Second Reading of Ordinance 998 - Repealing  Article IV of 

Chapter 70 of the Northfield City Code, Right-Of-Way Management, and 

Replacing Such Article in its Entirety with a New Article IV.  The motion carried 

by the following vote:

Yes: C.  DeLong, C.  Ness, C.  Peterson White, and Mayor Pownell4 - 

No: C.  Nakasian1 - 

21. 18-490 Consider Approving Summary Publication of Ordinance No. 998 - Amending 

of Article IV of Chapter 70 of Northfield City Code on Right-of-Way 

Management.

A motion was made by Council Member DeLong, seconded by Council Member 

Ness, to approve Summary Publication of Ordinance No. 998. The motion carried 

by the following vote:

Yes: C.  DeLong, C.  Ness, C.  Peterson White, and Mayor Pownell4 - 

No: C.  Nakasian1 - 

22. Res. 2018-104 Consider Resolution Small Cell Wireless Facility Collocation Agreement.

Catherine Pascar, Verizon Wireless representative, noted looks good but may come 

back with a few tweaks in the future related to insurance language.   

Resolution 2018-104.

A motion was made by Council Member Ness, seconded by Council Member 

Peterson White, to approve Resolution 2018-104 - Small Cell Wireless Facility 

Collocation Agreement. The motion carried by the following vote:

Yes: C.  DeLong, C.  Ness, C.  Peterson White, and Mayor Pownell4 - 

No: C.  Nakasian1 - 

23. 18-492 Discussion of Scope, Project and Focus Area for the Northfield Transportation 

Advisory Committee.

City Administrator Martig introduced this item and answered questions posed by Council.  

Staff will bring this item back for official adoption.
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ADMINISTRATORS UPDATE

24. 18-493 City Administrator’s Update

City Administrator Martig noted the upcoming board/commission training event at Armory 

Square on October 17, 2018, followed by the Intergovernmental Meeting at Bridgewater 

Township.  Noted staff continues to work on public education related to the referendum.  

Martig asked that any requests for presentations be forwarded to him.  Noted upcoming 

facility tours.  NAFRS project tour is scheduled for Friday.  Noted upcoming National test 

of National Wireless Emergency Alert System email from Chief Nelson.  Provided an 

update on attendance at the  ICMA conference.  Will provide further information from 

conference at a future date.  Reviewed items on the upcoming work session agenda.

REPORTS FROM THE MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBERS

C. Ness - no update

C. Nakasian - no update 

C. Peterson White - no update

C. DeLong - Asked questions about Hall Avenue/Spring Creek Road project bids.  

Public Works Director/City Engineer Bennett stated the City received good competitive 

bids on the Spring Creek Road project.  This will be on a Council agenda in November.  

Bennett provided an update on the construction projects noting work on 7th Street will 

continue through October and into November.  The contractor is working more on the 

south end of Washington Str. and paving may carry into 2019.  Installing storm water 

piping to improve drainage as well as concrete work and paving in the City Hall parking.  

Provided an update on work at the WWTP and answered questions posed by Council.  

Mayor Pownell - reported on the Dan Buetner Blue Zones event and noted is was very well 

attended.  People are excited about becoming a Blue Zones community.  Attended the 

White House Women Mayors of America Conference.  Noted private funds were donated 

so she was able to attend. Noted it was a good event with good connections, including 

meetings with Senator Smith and Senator Klobuchar.  She was able to deliver local 

information on opioids, homelessness, housing, and told our small town community story.  

Noted NLC staff also attended.  Pownell thanked staff for assistance is putting together 

materials.

ADJOURN

A motion was made by Council Member Ness, seconded by Council Member 

Peterson White, to adjourn the meeting at 8:57 pm. The motion carried by the 

following vote:

Yes: C.  DeLong, C.  Nakasian, C.  Ness, C.  Peterson White, and Mayor Pownell5 - 
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