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Toward Zero Deaths 



Seat Belt Use by TZD 
Region – June 2018



Vision

To reduce fatalities and 

serious injuries on 

Minnesota’s roads to zero 



Mission
To move Southeast Minnesota toward zero

deaths on our roads using education, 
enforcement, engineering and 

emergency medical & trauma services. 



TZD Cornerstone

Four “E” approach:

Enforcement
Engineering
Education & Outreach
Emergency Medical 

& Trauma Services
Everyone Else! 

(Legislators, Judicial, Media)
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Minnesota Roadway Fatalities

Source:  MnDOT  2/20/2018
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2005 
Statewide 

Trauma 
System & 

0.8 BAC for 
DWI

2006 
Cell Phone 

Ban 
(Under 18 

and 
Provisional 

Drivers)

2008 
Texting 

Prohibited 
While 

Driving & 
Expanded 
GDL Laws

2009 
Primary 

Seat Belt, 
Booster 

Seat, 
Expanded 
GDL Laws

2010 
Driver 

License 
Sanctions
Ignition 

Interlock

2014 
Additional Work Zone 

Speeding Fines;
Increased Hours of 
Practice for Teen 
Drivers & Require 

Driver Educators to 
Offer Parent Training 

2015
Increased 

fine for 
texting and 

driving 
second 
offense 



Year-to-Date Traffic-Related 

Deaths

Minnesota roads, compared to 206 deaths 
at this time last year.

As of 
August 14, 
2018, 
there were 
206 traffic-
related 
deaths on



Source: Treat, 1979 as cited in Highway Safety Manual
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How to Change a Culture

“Progress 
occurs when 
courageous, 
skilled leaders 
seize the 
opportunity to 
change things 
for the 
better.” 
– Harry S. Truman



Southeast Fatalities, 2003-2017

*2017 data are preliminary
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Zero is attainable — but it will take all of 
us working together to get there!



TZD Goal for 2020:

 300 or fewer traffic-related deaths

 850 or fewer traffic-related serious 
injuries



Kathy Cooper

Rice County 
TZD Safe Roads



Rice County Joyride

Contracted with HiawathaLand Bus



Defeat of Jesse James Days

Free rides home in Northfield
10 p.m. -2 a.m.



Thanksgiving Holiday DWI enforcement



Holiday DWI Video PSA

COP Nelson as "Peppermint Stix"



St. Patrick's Day Media for Impaired Driving

Interview with KYMN Radio



Distracted Driving Simulator 



Mock Crash 

Northfield High School



Fatal Review Committee

Presented Award for survivors of crash at Co. 1 & 246



Distracted Driving flyer

Sent to all Northfield residents in water bill



Prom Card

Sent to all parents of 11th & 12th grade students



Northfield Supports TZD


