
CITY OF NORTHFIELD RESOLUTION NUMBER _________ 
 

TOWNSHIP OF WATERFORD RESOLUTION NUMBER _________ 
 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
 

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARING 
 

IN THE MATTER OF THE JOINT RESOLUTION OF 
THE CITY OF NORTHFIELD AND THE TOWNSHIP 
OF WATERFORD DESIGNATING AN AREA AS IN 
NEED OF ORDERLY ANNEXATION PURSUANT 
TO MINNESOTA STATUTES, SECTION 414.0325 

 
 

JOINT RESOLUTION FOR ORDERLY 
ANNEXATION 

 
 

 WHEREAS, the Township of Waterford (“Township”) and the City of Northfield (“City”) desire to enter 
into this Joint Resolution for Orderly Annexation (the “Agreement” or “Joint Resolution”) designating the area 
legally described in Exhibit A, which is attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference, (the “Orderly 
Annexation Area” or “OAA”) for future orderly annexation; and 
 
 WHEREAS, for ease of reference, the OAA designated for orderly annexation in accordance with this Joint 
Resolution and legally described in Exhibit A is shown on the boundary map, Exhibit B, which is attached hereto 
and incorporated herein by reference; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Township and City have agreed to work cooperatively through this Agreement to establish 
certain terms and conditions applicable to future annexations within the OAA described in Exhibit A and depicted 
on Exhibit B; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City and Township agree that orderly annexation is in the best interest of the Parties hereto 
and the property owners within the OAA, and would benefit the public health, safety, and welfare of the community 
by facilitating planned land use and growth, municipal services and annexation; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City and Township agree that the OAA legally described in Exhibit A is designated for 
and is in need of future orderly annexation; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City and Township desire to accomplish the future orderly annexation of properties within 
the OAA without the need for any hearing(s) before the Minnesota Office of Administrative Hearings (“OAH”). 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Northfield and the Township 
Board of Supervisors of the Township of Waterford, as follows: 
 

1. Designation of Orderly Annexation Area (OAA).  The City and Township hereby designate the OAA 
legally described in Exhibit A for orderly annexation pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 414.0325. 
 

2. Boundary Map.  A boundary map depicting the OAA legally described in Exhibit A is attached hereto as 
Exhibit B.   
 

3. Events Triggering Future Orderly Annexation.  With respect to all or any portion of the land located within 
the designated OAA legally described in Exhibit A and depicted on Exhibit B, the Township and City agree 
that the City may annex all or any portion of the land located within the OAA pursuant to the process 
contained in paragraph 4 of this Agreement following the occurrence of any of the following triggering 
events/conditions: 
 

a. The Township, pursuant to a duly adopted resolution of the Township Board of Supervisors, 
requests in writing that a parcel(s) of land located within the OAA be provided one or more City 
utility services, including but not limited to water, sanitary sewer or storm sewer services; or 
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b. The City is ordered by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, Department of Health, or similar 
State agency to provide sewer or water service to a parcel(s) of land located within the OAA for 
the protection of the public health, safety or welfare, abatement of pollution, and/or because of an 
immediate environmental threat; or 
 

c. Subject to majority approval of the Township Board: 
 

i. Following receipt by the City of a written petition from the property owner(s) of a 
parcel(s) of land located within the OAA; or 

ii. A parcel(s) of land located within the OAA is completely surrounded by the City; or 
iii. A parcel(s) of land located within the OAA is owned by the City; or 

 
d. The City and Township otherwise mutually agree in writing. 

 
4. No Hearing Permitted for Annexations Within OAA.  In the event that any of the events/conditions 

triggering annexation occurs, as provided in paragraph 3 of this Agreement, the City shall provide notice 
thereof to the Township Clerk at least 30 days prior to taking action as provided in this Paragraph.  
Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 414.0325, the City may thereafter adopt a resolution (referred to as 
the “Annexation Resolution”) legally describing such land(s) within the OAA to be annexed and file the 
same, along with a copy of this Joint Resolution, with the Office of Administrative Hearings or its 
successor agency.  The City and Township agree that no alteration of the stated boundaries as described in 
the Annexation Resolution adopted by the City is appropriate, that no consideration thereof by the Office of 
Administrative Hearings, or its successor agency, is necessary, and that all terms and conditions for 
annexation thereof are provided for in this Joint Resolution.  In accordance with Minnesota Statutes, 
section 414.0325, subd. 1(h), upon the execution and filing of an Annexation Resolution by the City as 
provided in this Paragraph, the Office of Administrative Hearings, or its successor agency, may review and 
comment thereon, but shall, within 30 days of receipt of an Annexation Resolution, order the annexation of 
the subject area legally described in the Annexation Resolution in accordance with the terms and conditions 
contained in this Joint Resolution. 
 

5. Tax Reimbursement.  Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, section 414.036, the City and Township agree that 
upon annexation of any portion of the OAA legally described in Exhibit A, the City shall reimburse the 
Township for the loss of taxes from the property so annexed in an amount equal to one hundred (100) 
percent of the property taxes distributed to the Township in regard to the annexed area in the last year that 
property taxes from the annexed area were payable to the Township for a period of four (4) years.  The City 
will not make any additional tax reimbursement payment to the Township with respect to property 
designated in an Annexation Resolution pursuant to paragraph 4 of this Agreement and so annexed to the 
City following the fourth year thereof.   
 

6. Notice of Intent to Designate OAA.  The City and Township agree that Minnesota Statutes, section 
414.0325, subd. 1b, applies to the designation of the OAA and requires that at least ten days before the 
parties adopt this Agreement that a notice of the intent to include property in the OAA must be published in 
a newspaper of general circulation clearly identifying the boundaries of the OAA.  The City and Township 
agree to cooparatively develop the notice.  The City shall publish the notice in the Northfield News.  The 
City and Township agree to equally divide the cost of publication of the same.  
 

7. Agricultural Preservation and Zoning.  The Township’s primary goal and objective for land use in the 
Township is agricultural use and preservation of agricultural land as provided in the Township 
Comprehensive Plan and as defined in the Waterford Township Zoning Ordinance and Zoning Map, dated 
July 14, 2001, as the same exists on the effective date of this Agreement (the “zoning ordinance”).  
Increased residential and commercial uses and densities should be encouraged to occur within the City of 
Northfield, which more appropriately provides an urban or suburban setting for such development as well 
as municipally provided utility services. 
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Based on the foregoing, the Township agrees not to expand the Township’s Rural Residential (RR) District 
beyond the district boundaries as established in the zoning ordinance and zoning map as the same exists on 
the effective date of this Agreement.  The Township agrees not to create new zoning districts permitting 
uses other than agricultural uses in its zoning ordinance.  The Township agrees not to amend, modify, 
repeal, adopt or replace either the Agricultural Preservation (AG) zoning designation or the Rural 
Residential (RR) zoning designation, including but not limited to those permitted, conditional and interim 
uses contained in the zoning ordinance as the same exists on the effective date of this Agreement. The 
Waterford Township Zoning Ordinance and Zoning Map, dated July 14, 2001, is attached hereto and 
incorporated herein by reference as Exhibit C. 
 

8. Term.  This Joint Resolution shall remain in full force and effect until one of the following conditions takes 
place, whichever comes first: 
 

a. Termination by mutual written joint resolution of the City and Township;  
 

b. Upon completion of annexation of the entire designated OAA and corresponding tax 
reimbursement to the Township as provided in this Joint Resolution;  
 

c. The Township amends, modifies, repeals, adopts or replaces provisions of the zoning ordinance 
contrary to or inconstant with Paragraph 8 above; or 
 

d. Ten years from the effective date of this Joint Resolution. 
 

9. Filing.  The City and Township agree that upon adoption and execution of this Joint Resolution, the City 
shall file the same with the Office of Administrative Hearings - Municipal Boundary Adjustments Unit and 
pay the filing fee. 
 

10. Governing Law.  The City and Township agree that this Joint Resolution is made pursuant to, and shall be 
construed in accordance with the laws of the State of Minnesota.   
 

11. Headings and Captions.  The Township and City agree that the headings and captions contained in this 
Joint Resolution are for convenience only and are not intended to alter any of the provisions of this Joint 
Resolution. 
 

12. Entire Agreement.  The terms, covenants, conditions, and provisions of this Agreement shall constitute the 
entire agreement between the parties hereto superseding all prior agreements and negotiations between the 
parties. 
 

13. Severability.  In the event that any provision of this Joint Resolution is determined and adjudged to be 
unconstitutional, invalid, illegal or unenforceable by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remaining 
provisions of this Joint Resolution shall remain in full force and effect. 
 

14. Recitals.  The recitals hereto are made a part hereof. 
 

15. Legal Description and Mapping.  The City and Township agree that in the event there are errors, omissions 
or any other problems with the legal description provided in Exhibit A or mapping provided in Exhibit B, 
in the judgment of the Office of Administrative Hearings, the City and Township agree to make such 
corrections and file a new Exhibit A or Exhibit B making the corrections requested or required by the 
Office of Administrative Hearings in accordance with the terms of this Joint Resolution.  
 

16. Notice.  Any notices required under the provisions of this Joint Resolution shall be in writing and 
sufficiently given if delivered in person or sent by mail, postage prepaid, as follows: 
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 If to the City:  
 
  City Administrator 
  City of Northfield 
  801 Washington St. 

Northfield, MN 55057 
   
 If to the Township:  
 

Town Clerk 
Waterford Township 

  P.O. Box 531 
Northfield, MN 55057 

 
17. Effective Date.  This Joint Resolution shall be effective on the date that the last party hereto signs and dates 

this Agreement. 
 

18. Authorized Signatories.  The parties each represent and warrant to the other that the persons signing this 
Agreement are authorized signatories for the entities represented; each party indemnifies and holds the 
other harmless against any breach of the foregoing representation and warranty. 
 

19. Counterparts.  This Agreement may be executed in counterparts, each of which shall be deemed an original, 
and which together shall constitute a single, integrated contract. 
 

[Signature pages to follow.] 
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Passed, adopted, and approved by the Township Board of Supervisors of the Township of Waterford, 

Dakota County, Minnesota, this ____ day of _______________, 20____. 
 
ATTEST:     TOWNSHIP OF WATERFORD 
 
 
By:        By:                                                             . 

Elizabeth Wheeler, Township Clerk          Liz Messner, Chair 
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 Passed, adopted, and approved by the City Council of the City of Northfield, Rice County, Minnesota,    
this _____ day of ____________________, 20___. 
 
ATTEST:     CITY OF NORTHFIELD 
 
 
By:       By:                                                            . 
      Deb Little, City Clerk           Dana Graham, Mayor  
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EXHIBIT A 
Legal Description 

 
The OAA designated in the attached Joint Resolution is legally described as follows: 
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EXHIBIT B 
Boundary Map 

 
The municipal boundary map referenced in the attached Joint Resolution, showing the current City of Northfield and 
its relation to the OAA, legally described in Exhibit A, is attached hereto. 
 



 

 9 

EXHIBIT C 
Waterford Township Zoning Map and Zoning Ordinance, dated July 14, 2001 

 
The Waterford Township Zoning Map and Zoning Ordinance, dated July 14, 2001 referenced in the attached Joint 
Resolution is attached hereto. 
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