Q2: PLEASE SELECT THE TOP THREE AREAS OF

Q1: HOW WOULD YOU BEST DESCRIBE YOUR
CONCERNS FOR YOUR BUSINESS/PROPERTY.

INVOLVEMENT IN NORTHFIELD’S ECONOMICS?

Business Owner
(for profit/non-
profit)
. o,
Both Business 36%
and Property
Owner
o P 5 »
Property Market Other: Property Available Cost of Available Cost of Technology
Taxation Conditions Downtown Values Workers Living Land for Goods Disruptions
Parking & Expansion (i.e.
Property Owner Affordable automation)
15% Housing

Q3: IN THE LAST 5-10 YEARS, HAVE YOU HAD ANY
DEALINGS/INTERACTIONS WITH THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
DEPARTMENT OR EDA?

Q4: Increasing the commercial and industrial tax base in Northfield is one
of the top priorities for the Northfield EDA. What steps should the EDA take

to accomplish this task? Select all that apply.

THE EDA SHOULD FOCUS ON EXPANDING NORTHFIELD'S
AVAILABLE WORKFORCE

THE EDA SHOULD WORK TO PROVIDE SHOVEL-READY SITES

THE EDA SHOULD PROVIDE INCENTIVES FOR PRIVATE
DEVELOPMENT

THE EDA SHOULD FOCUS ON MAINTAINING AND EXPANDING
EXISTING BUSINESSES



Q5: How would you describe the availability of
workers for your business in Northfield?

Easy to fill positions Somewhat difficult to fill Difficult to fill positions
positions

Q7: 1S THERE A GOOD STOCK OF HOUSING CHOICES IN
NORTHFIELD FOR ALL OF MY EMPLOYEES OR TENANTS?

™ YES, GOOD RANGE OF HOUSING CHOICES
YES, BUT NEEDS GREATER ATTENTION FOR ENTRY-LEWVEL HOMES
™ MO, SINGLE FAMILY HOMES ARE TOO EXPENSIVE AND RENTALS ARE SCARCE

™ NO, BUT THE MARKET IS ASSISTING WITH CORRECTION

Q6: Relating to the Northfield workforce, do the available
workers possess the basic skills and education to complete job
duties?

No, NORTHFIELD LACKS AVAILABLE WORKERS BUT IS
IMPROVING

NO, NORTHFIELD LACKS AVAILABLE WORKERS AND IS OF
GREAT CONCERN

YES, BUT ADDITIONAL TRAINING AND EDUCATION ARE
NEEDED

YES, SKILLED WORKERS ARE IN AMPLE SUPPLY

Q8: PLEASE SELECT ANY/ALL OF THE FOLLOWING PROGRAMS YOU ARE
FAMILIAR WITH THAT THE NORTHFIELD EDA PROVIDES.

AVAILABLE LAND FOR EXPANSION ]
ENERGY EFFICIENCY INCENTIVE PROGRAM |
MINNESOTA STATE ECONOMIC PROGRAMS |
CONTACTS WITH COMMUNITY DEVELOPERS ]
ECONOMIC STATISTICS |
DEMOGRAPHIC DATA N —— ]
COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL PROPERTIES AVAILABLE B |
REVOLVING LOAN PROGRAM R
NORTHFIELD ENTERPRISE CENTER - BUSINESS PLANNING AND COACHING D

MICRO-GRANT PROGRAM N



Q9: PLEASE RANK THE FOLLOWING PROGRAMS PROVIDED BY THE EDA

#1
#2
#3

#4
#5
#6
#i

IN ORDER OF IMPORTANCE AS IT RELATES TO YOUR BUSINESS/
PROPERTY.

Commercial/Industrial properties available

Revolving Loan Program/Micro-Grant Program

Contacts with community developers

Northfield Enterprise Center - Business

Planning and Coaching
Minnesota State Economic Programs
Available land for expansion

Economic Statistics

Q10: ANY OTHER COMMENTS OR SUGGESTIONS TO BETTER ASSIST THE

NORTHFIELD EDA IN THEIR STRATEGIC PLANNING EFFORTS.

Parking (Downtown) Increased
Affordable housing available
Better prepared workforce (Career opportunities)
Inclusive attitude

Tax structure is a burden

Economic development results (not more studies)

Better communication with local businesses
Better coaching by the NEC
Grow light industry and larger businesses

Retain College Graduates

Increase number of high-skilled jobs



