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important dates
01
02 
03	
04
05
06
07
08 
09 
10
11 
12
13 
14 
15 
16
17
18 
19	
20	

Commission Meetings - May
Internal 45% Check Set - May 25th
Phase 1 Review w/ 106 Group - June 20th
Design Meetings - City of Northfield - June - August
Mayor & City Council Update - August 8
60% Documentation Final - October 
Open Houses / Stakeholder Engagement - October
Cost Estimate - End of 60% - November 
SHPO 60% Submittal - November
Heritage Preservation Commission - December 6th
Mayor & City Council Update / Approval - January 2024
Construction Documentation - work towards 90% - start January/February 2024 
90% SHPO Review - April 2024
90% CD Review / Cost Estimate - May 2024
100% CDs - Approve Plans - June 204
Publish Ad for Bid - July 2024
Bid Opening - July 2024 (two weeks)
Accept Bids and Award Contract - early August 2024
Property Owners Meeting - September 2024
Construction - September 2024 (after DJJD) - Nov 2024; 

    April 2025 - June 2025

WE ARE HERE



existing conditions



D E S I G N  U P D AT E S



historic layout

19501938



Carleton Digital Collections, early/mid 1940’s



historic-status understanding
• Period Of Significance : Designed Historic Landscape + Commerce 1855-1945

• Bridge Square is inventoried as a contributing resource for the Northfield Commercial

Historic District

• Two contributing sites: Bridge Square and Riverside Park

• One contributing structure: Civil War Monument

• Character defining features could be:

• Circulation system

• Spatial Relationships and orientation (asymmetrical triangular perimeter)



site plan - 45%
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•	Redesigned site geometry to feature softer edges, current design retains the tiered seating

area to emphasize the historic sweep of the Water Street corridor

•	Altered Riverside Park’s shape for a more organic feel, moving away from a semicircular

layout.

•	Eliminated the pergola

•	Design retains the evolved ‘teardrop’ shape. The central, paved area of the current deisgn

directly referenced the teardrop shape developed from the 1916 park design.

•	Simplified the selection of paving materials to minimize visual complexity.

•	Simplified the east end of the site by removing planting beds for a cleaner appearance.

•	Kept planting beds along the north and south perimeters of Bridge Square to ensure public

safety. These beds, essential due to the removal of curbs for enhanced accessibility, will act

as a barrier from vehicular traffic. Non-lawn landscape elements will have a low massing for

unobtrusiveness.

SHPO Review Comments/Design Response



historical preservation update



PROGRAM
Bridge Square Plaza
Existing Civil War Monument
Existing Fountain
Popcorn Cart
Bike Rack
Historic Water Street 
Gathering Lawn
River Promenade
Bridge Street Living Street
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site plan

Division Street S

Bridge Square Street

E 4th Street
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SITE TREES
Existing Tree To Protect
Proposed Tree

tree protection 

Division Street S

Bridge Square Street

E 4th Street



facing downtown



facing the river



view to river- existing



view to river
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SHRUBS CODE BOTANICAL / COMMON NAME

BI BAPTISIA X 'INDIGO SPIRES'
INDIGO SPIRES WILD INDIGO

GROUND COVERS CODE BOTANICAL / COMMON NAME

SHADE TOLERANT LAWN

-

STREETSCAPE PLANTERS
EP ECHINACEA PURPUREA

CONEFLOWER
LA3 LIATRIS ASPERA

ROUGH BLAZING STAR
NW2 NEPETA X 'WALKER'S LOW'

WALKER'S LOW CATMINT
RB RUDBECKIA FULGIDA

CONEFLOWER
SH3 SPOROBOLUS HETEROLEPIS

PRAIRIE DROPSEED

PERENNIAL MIX
AM3 ALLIUM X `MILLENIUM`

MILLENIUM ORNAMENTAL ONION
CP2 CAREX PENSYLVANICA

PENNSYLVANIA SEDGE
GT2 GEUM TRIFLORUM

PRAIRIE SMOKE
MD MONARDA DIDYMA

BEE BALM
NW3 NEPETA X 'WALKER'S LOW'

WALKER'S LOW CATMINT
ZA2 ZIZIA AUREA

GOLDEN ALEXANDER

TD2 TURF SEED DROUGHT TOLERANT DWARF FESCUE BLEND

NORTH

0

SCALE: 1"=16'

16' 32' 48'

I hereby certify that this document was
prepared by me or under my direct
supervision and that I am a duly licensed
Landscape Architect under the laws of the
State of Minnesota.

Name Tom Whitlock

Registration# 26292

Signature Date

DF/ Project #

Scale

Drawn/Checked
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60% PRICING SET
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CITY OF NORTHFIELD
801 WASHINGTON STREET
NORTHFIELD, MINNESOTA 55057
DAVID.BENNETT@CI.NORTHFIELD.MN.US

DAMON FARBER
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS
310 S 4TH AVE
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55415
RBLASEG@DAMONFARBER.COM
612.332.7522  

BOLTON & MENK
7575 GOLDEN VALLEY ROAD
SUITE 200
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55427
BRADLEY.FISHER@BOLTON-MENK.COM
612.759.7240

NELSON-RUDIE & ASSOCIATES,
9100 49TH AVE N,
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55428
SARAH.GREFF@NELSONRUDIE.COM
763.367.7600

SCHULER & SHOOK
219 SE MAIN ST
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55414
PWHITAKER@SCHULERSHOOK.COM
612.339.5958

L141

SITE
UNDERSTORY

PLANTING

SITE UNDERSTORY PLANTING
1" = 16'-0"

01

Shade Tolerant Lawn

Streetscape Planters
Echinacea purpurea/ Coneflower
Liatris aspera/ Rough Blazing Star
Nepeta x ‘Walker’s Low’/ Walker’s Low Catmint
Rudbeckia fulgida/ Coneflower
Sporobolus heterolepis/ Prairie Dropseed

Allium x “Millenium”/ Millenium Ornamental Onion
Carex pensylvanica/ Pennsylvania Sedge
Geum triflorum/ Prairie Smoke
Monarda didyma/ Bee Balm
Nepeta x ‘Walker’s Low’/ Walker’s Low Catmint
Zizia aurea/ Golden Alexander

Turf Seed Drought Tolerant Dwarf 
Fescue Blend

Perennial Mix

Baptisia x ‘Indigo Spires’/ Indigo Spires Wild IndigoCANNON RIVER
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TREES CODE BOTANICAL / COMMON NAME SIZE

PS2 PINUS SYLVESTRIS 12` HEIGHT
SCOTCH PINE

PT2 POPULUS TREMULOIDES 4" CAL.
QUAKING ASPEN

QR QUERCUS RUBRA 5" CAL.
RED OAK

TB TILIA AMERICANA `BOULEVARD` 5" CAL.
BOULEVARD LINDEN

DECIDUOUS TREES CODE BOTANICAL / COMMON NAME SIZE

GI GLEDITSIA TRIACANTHOS INERMIS `SKYCOLE` TM 5" CAL.
SKYLINE THORNLESS HONEY LOCUST

EXISTING TREE TO REMAIN
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SITE TREE
PLAN

SITE TREE PLAN  LEGEND

SITE TREE PLAN
1" = 16'-0"

01

NOTES:
1. REFER TO L001 FOR GENERAL NOTES AND ABBREVIATIONS.
2. REFER TO L002 FOR LANDSCAPE NOTES.
3. REFER TO L003 FOR TREE PRESERVATION PLAN, NOTES &

DETAILS.
4. PROVIDE EROSION CONTROL BLANKET AT SEEDED AREAS

3:1 AND STEEPER. PROVIDE NATIVE STRAW/ HYDROMULCH
AT SEEDED AREAS SLOPED LESS THAN 3:1.

5. PROVIDE ROADBED DECOMPACTION TO MINIMUM DEPTH OF
12".

6. TREE, SHRUB AND PERENNIAL PLANTINGS TO BE PROVIDED
AND INSTALLED BY OWNER.  SEEDING, RESTORATION, AND
SOIL PREP TO BE PROVIDED AND INSTALLED BY
CONTRACTOR.

7. PLANT MATERIAL, MULCH, SOILS, AND COMPOST SHALL BE
INSPECTED FOR JUMPING WORMS PRIOR TO PLACEMENT
AND DISTRIBUTION OF MATERIALS ON SITE. INSPECTION
SHALL BE PERFORMED BY LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT. NOTIFY
LA MINIMUM OF 48 HRS PRIOR TO MATERIAL ARRIVAL. SEE
SPECIFICATIONS FOR SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS. JUMPING
WORMS ARE AN UNCLASSIFIED INVASIVE SPECIES IN
MINNESOTA AND PROVIDE A THREAT TO NATURAL
ECOSYSTEMS.

site lighting
LEGEND

Integrated Guardrail Lighting
Pole Lighting
Landscape Lighting
Integrated Site Furniture Lighting
Accent Lighting`
Public Art/Pole Lighting



site lighting

BRIDGE SQUARE NORTHFIELD 07/25/2023PLAZA

POLE AT PERIMETER MOONLIGHTING

REPLACE LIGHTING IN 
FOUNTAIN

UPLIGHT MONUMENT BENCH LIGHTING

STREET LIGHT



public art

BRIDGE SQUARE NORTHFIELD 07/25/2023DESIGN OPTIONS – COLONNADE

INTERNALLY ILLUMINATED COLUMNS



public art

BRIDGE SQUARE NORTHFIELD 07/25/2023DESIGN OPTIONS – COLONNADE

INTERNALLY ILLUMINATED COLUMNS LIGHT GRAZING THE PATH
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TREES CODE BOTANICAL / COMMON NAME SIZE

PS2 PINUS SYLVESTRIS 12` HEIGHT
SCOTCH PINE

PT2 POPULUS TREMULOIDES 4" CAL.
QUAKING ASPEN

QR QUERCUS RUBRA 5" CAL.
RED OAK

TB TILIA AMERICANA `BOULEVARD` 5" CAL.
BOULEVARD LINDEN

DECIDUOUS TREES CODE BOTANICAL / COMMON NAME SIZE

GI GLEDITSIA TRIACANTHOS INERMIS `SKYCOLE` TM 5" CAL.
SKYLINE THORNLESS HONEY LOCUST

EXISTING TREE TO REMAIN
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I hereby certify that this document was
prepared by me or under my direct
supervision and that I am a duly licensed
Landscape Architect under the laws of the
State of Minnesota.

Name Tom Whitlock

Registration# 26292
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DAVID.BENNETT@CI.NORTHFIELD.MN.US

DAMON FARBER
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS
310 S 4TH AVE
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55415
RBLASEG@DAMONFARBER.COM
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L140

SITE TREE
PLAN

SITE TREE PLAN  LEGEND

SITE TREE PLAN
1" = 16'-0"

01

NOTES:
1. REFER TO L001 FOR GENERAL NOTES AND ABBREVIATIONS.
2. REFER TO L002 FOR LANDSCAPE NOTES.
3. REFER TO L003 FOR TREE PRESERVATION PLAN, NOTES &

DETAILS.
4. PROVIDE EROSION CONTROL BLANKET AT SEEDED AREAS

3:1 AND STEEPER. PROVIDE NATIVE STRAW/ HYDROMULCH
AT SEEDED AREAS SLOPED LESS THAN 3:1.

5. PROVIDE ROADBED DECOMPACTION TO MINIMUM DEPTH OF
12".

6. TREE, SHRUB AND PERENNIAL PLANTINGS TO BE PROVIDED
AND INSTALLED BY OWNER.  SEEDING, RESTORATION, AND
SOIL PREP TO BE PROVIDED AND INSTALLED BY
CONTRACTOR.

7. PLANT MATERIAL, MULCH, SOILS, AND COMPOST SHALL BE
INSPECTED FOR JUMPING WORMS PRIOR TO PLACEMENT
AND DISTRIBUTION OF MATERIALS ON SITE. INSPECTION
SHALL BE PERFORMED BY LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT. NOTIFY
LA MINIMUM OF 48 HRS PRIOR TO MATERIAL ARRIVAL. SEE
SPECIFICATIONS FOR SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS. JUMPING
WORMS ARE AN UNCLASSIFIED INVASIVE SPECIES IN
MINNESOTA AND PROVIDE A THREAT TO NATURAL
ECOSYSTEMS.

topcast concrete - saw-cut edges

pavers options for historic water st and square

hardscape materials



important dates
01		  Commission Meetings - May
02 		  Internal 45% Check Set - May 25th
03	 	 Phase 1 Review w/ 106 Group - June 20th
04  		 Design Meetings - City of Northfield - June - August
05		  Mayor & City Council Update - August 8
06		  60% Documentation Final - October 
07		  Open Houses / Stakeholder Engagement - October
08  		 Cost Estimate - End of 60% - November 
09  		 SHPO 60% Submittal - November
10		  Heritage Preservation Commission - December 6th
11 		  Mayor & City Council Update / Approval - January 2024
12		  Contruction Documentation - work torwards 90% - start January/February 2024
13 		  90% SHPO Review - April 2024
14 		  90% CD Review / Cost Estimate - May 2024
15 		  100% CDs - Approve Plans - June 204
16		  Publish Ad for Bid - July 2024
17		  Bid Opening - July 2024 (two weeks)

18 		  Accept Bids and Award Contract - early August 2024

19	 	 Property Owners Meeting - September 2024

20	 	 Construction - September 2024 (after DJJD) - Nov 2024; 

					         April 2025 - June 2025

WE ARE HERE



Bob Close & 
Bruce Jacobson


