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PROPERTY INFORMATION 
Construction Date: 1884 Style:  Italianate/Eastlake 
Historic Use: dwellings and offices Current Use:  commercial 
Property Type:  commercial Historic Context: “Commerce, 1856-1945”   
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 2016, looking north       McClaughry Block with Tenement at rear, ca. 1900. 
 
Description 
The hip-roofed, two-story McClaughry Tenement faces south at the northwest corner of Grastvedt Lane 
and E. 5th Streets. It is situated west of the McClaughry Building. It rests on a high limestone foundation 
and the brick-clad façade is parged with stucco. A bracketed cornice with Eastlake detail edges the 
roofline. The segmental-arched windows contain modern sash. The red brick elevations have dogtooth 
brick stringcourses.  A central entry portico has an upper-story balcony and enclosed entry porch 
separated by a flared roof. A low stuccoed wall rises from the sidewalk in front of the building.  The north 
elevation is also stucco-clad and has modern windows.    
 
History 
This “double dwelling house” was erected by book and stationery dealer Oscar T. McClaughry as a 
companion to his three-story business block to the west. A view of the McClaughry Building, ca. 1900, 
shows the façade of the tenement with a full-length front porch, topped by a balustrade that might have 
had a second-level porch.  
 
Significance and Evaluation 
This building is associated with the second period of Northfield’s commercial development, from ca. 
1880 to 1900, when 29 of the 65 historic district buildings were constructed. It is associated with the 
Northfield historic context, “Commerce, 1856-1945” (Northfield Preservation Plan, 1992).  
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This property was listed on the NRHP in 1979 as contributing to the Northfield Commercial Historic 
District. Although it has had numerous alterations, many date from the district’s period of significance 
(1856-1945) and the building exterior continues to retain enough historic significance and integrity to be 
contributing. 
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