
ITEM THREE – RIVERSIDE LIONS PARK + AMES PARK 
Proposed Concept Design Work Plan



March 2008

Riverside Lions Park characterized as both 
Community and Neighborhood Park

in this document.



Established 2019



. . . and many other studies, maps, reports, etc. 

National Park Service + REAC
River Districts Map 2019



. . . and many other studies, maps, reports, etc. 
National Park Service
Facilitated Workshop

December 2019

‘Bubble Diagram’ for Riverside Lions Park
created from December 2019 workshop



Ames Park – ‘VILLAGE GREEN ON THE WATER’

Strategically located along Highway 3 and directly across the Cannon River from the heart 

of downtown, Ames Park has a multiple roles to play in Northfield’s emerging regional park 

experience. As an iconic landmark greeting travelers, Ames has the space and character 

to accommodate gatherings, performance and cultural events. But equally compelling is its 

role in accessing the riverfront itself and establishing places for strolling, viewing and quiet 

reflection along an exciting new segment of the Downtown Riverwalk. Safe access and 

parking must be addressed, as should select screening of the highway, but proven 

economical strategies are available to do so.

Riverside Lions Park – ‘ENGAGING NEIGHBORHOOD AMENITY’

More than any of the other parks, Riverside Lions Park is embedded in the neighborhood 

context. The nature and strength of neighborhood parks is their attention to meeting the 

needs of a varied constituency with a variety of smaller venues. Elements such as the 

existing memorial, new pickle ball courts and shuffleboard courts, potential fitness and art 

pods, all lend character to the park . A winter skating rink is also proposed to enhance 

year around use of the park. The regional trail provides two options for traversing the park 

in the event of high water under the Highway 3 bridge.

Babcock Park – ‘DESTINATION ADVENTURE PARK’

Babcock Park has the potential to become an exciting signature destination that will draw 

enthusiasts from Northfield and beyond. Envisioned as an active recreational facility, the 

conceptual diagram envisions a number of challenging bicycle attractions designed for 

varied ages and skill levels. In addition, a canoe and kayak landing is part of the 

recreational experience. A rental and maintenance facility with restrooms is also part of 

the concept, as are a new trailhead and improved connections to the pedestrian bridge 

over the Cannon River. 

Babcock is envisioned as an active place for all ages — families with young kids, athletes 

honing their competitive skills, water lovers visiting town and wanting to rent a canoe. The 

riverfront trail passes through the park, making it easily accessible for cyclists and cross-

country skiers in winter. Additional parking is located at the southern end of the site.

Sechler Park – ‘HOME FOR SPORTS AND NATURE’

With a focus on organized team sports, Sechler Park has a unique role among Northfield’s 

riverfront parks. With space to accommodate picnicking and playgrounds as well as 

numerous game fields and parking, the upper part of Sechler is a well-maintained and 

appreciated destination for athletes and fans. A proposed bridge across the Cannon will 

make the park much more accessible for bicycles and pedestrians. The lower, more 

natural portion of this site offers excellent opportunities for mountain biking and a natural 

skills trail. Cross country skiing can also be accommodated in winter. Two trailheads link 

the upper and lower parts of the site together. The multi-use trail that skirts the edge of the 

park is an important link for the regional trail system on the west side of the river.

Riverside Lions Park

‘ENGAGING NEIGHBORHOOD AMENITY’

More than any of the other parks, Riverside Lions Park 

is embedded in the neighborhood context. The nature 

and strength of neighborhood parks is their attention to 

meeting the needs of a varied constituency with a 

variety of smaller venues. Elements such as the existing 

memorial, new pickle ball courts and shuffleboard 

courts, potential fitness and art pods, all lend character 

to the park . A winter skating rink is also proposed to 

enhance year around use of the park. The regional trail 

provides two options for traversing the park in the event 

of high water under the Highway 3 bridge.

We wrote this in May 2020 . . . we have always believed that 
each of the 4 parks is very different in context, geography, 
program and role within the overall Northfield parks system.



As a very preliminary DIAGRAM, it was intended to 
jump-start more discussion – not to serve as a 

specific set of recommendations for implementation.



AMES PARK – HIGHEST AND BEST USE STUDIES 
potential development, ecological interpretation, river theater? 



AMES MILL DAM STUDY
Exploring a range of options that  include 
preservation, river ecology, recreational 

focus and/or a combination of these 
various approaches.

AMES MILL DAM RECONSTRUCTION FEASIBILITY STUDY 
exploring a range of options + costs + benefits  
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