






EXHIBIT A 
 

LOCATION DESCRIPTION 

Public Square, Northfield Original Town Plat 



EXHIBIT B 
 

FINDINGS OF FACT 
 

(1) That the quality of significance in American history, architecture, archeology, engineering, 
and culture is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, landscaping, and objects that 
possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association; or 

Findings: 
Central Park possesses integrity of design, setting, feeling, and association, and is 
significant to local culture as a characteristic feature of Northfield from the time of its 
founding and the earliest neighborhood.  
 

(2) That are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns 
of our history; or 
 Findings: 

Central Park has made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of Northfield’s 
history. The site was included in the original 1855 town plat and designated as a Public 
Square for purposes of free passage or of ornamentation and improvement as grounds of 
pleasure, amusement, recreation, or health. The original surveyor, Caleb W. Iddings, also 
placed a stone at each corner of the Public Square to make future measurements from, 
and to establish the original street grid. The status of the park has been central to several 
court cases, including a Minnesota Supreme Court case that reaffirmed the status of the 
park as held in trust by the City and aided in preserving its historic configuration.  
 

(3) That are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or 
 Findings: 

The park was included in the original plat of the city as established by John North, at the 
founding of Northfield. In addition to founding Northfield, Mr. North was involved in the 
framing of the state of Minnesota's constitution and the founding of the University of 
Minnesota.   
 

(4) That embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or 
that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a 
significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction; or 

Findings: 
Not Applicable.  
 

(5) That have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history; 
or 

Findings: 
Not Applicable.  
 

(6) That have a unique location or singular physical characteristics representing established and 
familiar aspects of a view, vista, site, area or district in the city; and 
 Findings: 



Central Park’s location is unique and exclusive to the public square established in the 
original plat and has continued in that use, uninterrupted, through to the present day. It is 
surrounded by some of the earliest houses built in Northfield, and located two blocks east 
of the historic business district. The park retains many of its character-defining features 
including two diagonal walks that cross in the center of the park, a central, circular area at 
the center, rows of shade trees along the streets, and the park-like landscaping of mowed 
turf combined with ornamental plantings, and shade trees. The park predates most of the 
homes in the neighborhood and is therefore a defining feature of the earliest neighborhood 
in the City.  




