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Architectural Details
Architectural details are among the most distinctive elements which identify the different styles in 
downtown Northfield. Brackets, bulkheads, cornices, columns, pilasters, decorative moldings, and 
window hoods were used extensively to embellish buildings. These features are crucial to the historic 
and architectural character of the building. 

Architectural details should be retained on existing structures within the historic downtown. New 
construction should mirror existing details, or display contemporary details that harmonize with its 
neighbors. It is essential that architectural detailing be carefully maintained in order to ensure its long 
term survival. Modern artificial siding frequently covers cornices or window trim and involves the 
destruction of much architectural detail. This practice is not appropriate.

Added Elements: Necessities such as electric meters and boxes, condensing units, gas meters, solar 
panels, air conditioners, television antennae and satellite dishes are contemporary features in downtown 
Northfield. They can seriously impair the visual qualities of historic architecture if improperly located. 
All added elements should be located on the roof or to the rear of buildings in the district and screened 
by appropriate plantings or fencing. Solar panels and television aerials should be situated as far out of 
public view as possible. 

Paint Colors
Painting is the traditional method used to protect wooden and some metal and masonry buildings 
from the attack of moisture and other destructive environmental factors. It is more often thought of as 
a decorative element. Paint should provide the district’s buildings with both a strong protective and 
a decorative surface layer. Oil based paints have traditionally been used on the district’s wooden trim 
elements, and it is generally the best policy to continue using these paints on wood , rather than latex 
paints, unless careful preparations are made. Colors used originally vary with the age and style of the 
building. Earth tones (greens, dark reds, pale yellows and browns) were popular in the latter half of the 
19th- century; lighter shades predominated in later decades. However, there is no clear rule for paint 
colors in a stylistically mixed group of buildings like those in the district, other than to avoid bright or 
unusual colors. Those who desire precise guidance can perform, or hire a consultant to undertake, paint 
analysis to determine paint colors at a specific time in a building’s history. 

Decorative Detailing
Corner quoins, metal 
scrollwork, and date block
all add texture to the upper 
facade

Cornice
Visually crowns 
the building

Pilasters
Masonry pilasters 
provide the structural 
and visual framing for 
the first floor storefront

Storefront
Original materials 
included wood, glass, 
and cast iron posts
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