




Rice County Highway Department 

Design elements impacting 

reconstruction of County Road 20 (phase 1) 

Proposed safety upgrades include 

• Meeting current design standards for the current, and projected, traffic volumes.

• Improving sight lines at existing public road intersections and the park entrance (8)

• Eliminating the existing intersection at 132nd St. East.

• Major realignment of skewed intersections to create standard approaches at Eaton Avenue and

Emerson Trail, and minor realignments at 115th Street East, 124th Court East, 147th Street East and

the access to Cannon River Wilderness Area.

• Widening and paving the shoulder to 8 feet.

• Adding right-turn lanes (7) and bypass lanes (7) at the public road intersections and the park access.

• Providing clear zone (obstacle free areas) adjacent to the travel lanes.

• Increasing roadway sight lines, (reducing No Passing zones)

Impacts 

To incorporate the proposed safety improvements, changes to the existing roadway alignment, and 

roadway profile (elevations) are required throughout the project. 

Additional right-of-way is required to make these improvements. However, not all landowners will be 

impacted. The design process has been driven to maximize the use of the existing right-of-way and 

minimize impacts on rural residential properties. 

Potential shared-use path 

The addition of a shared-use path is estimated to add 10% to the total cost of roadway 

reconstruction. 

Minimal additional right-of-way is needed adjacent to rural residential properties with the majority of 

additional right-of-way needed being along rural agricultural parcels. The highway reconstruction 

project presents a timely and efficient opportunity to integrate the trail infrastructure as part of the 

overall improvements. 
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