ORDINANCE: CARRYOUT BAGS PROVIDED BY MERCHANTS TO CUSTOMERS

Findings and purpose.

For the promotion of health, safety, order, convenience and general welfare of the
public, the City finds that disposable carryout bag production and pollution pose a
threat to our land, water, and air on a local, regional, and global scale. This Article
aims to reduce this threat by reducing the use of fo uels and greenhouse gas
Climate Action Plan goals
m-based single-use products

vior change.

emissions from disposable carryout bags, meeti
related to waste reduction and elimination of
in Northfield, and inspiring merchant and

Definitions.

The following words, terms
meaning ascribed to them

in this article, Il have the
here the context indicates a
different meaning:

Carryout bagme ape i vided by a merchant at the
check-out star g i le, or other point of departure to a
od or merchandise out of the

bags, newspaper and d@ ger bags, secondhand bags, flower wrap bags, prescription
drug bags, bags brought by a customer, and bags used as prepared packaging for retail
goods.

Merchant means any person, corporation, partnership, business venture, public
sports or entertainment facilities, street vendor or vendor at public events or
festivals or organizations that sell or provide merchandise, goods, or materials
including, without limitation, clothing, household goods, or personal items of any
kind directly to a customer. This includes entities that meet the definition of "retail"



as defined by Northfield City Code. Food banks and other food assistance programs
are not considered to be merchants for the purposes of this section.

Pass-through charge means a charge to be collected by merchants from their
customers when providing carryout bags, and retained by merchants to be used at
their discretion.

rd machine, or other device
itemize purchases, including
te sales tax, add

Point-of-sale system means a cash register, cr
that can be programmed or is capable of bej
a description and/or cost for each item, i

applicable fees, or which is capable erating salere

Carryout bag requiremen

Merchants shall collect a pa t less than five cents for each
carryout bag provided to custo ion of this section for any
merchant to pa i y portion of the pass-

Exceptions.

Merchants are not required to collect a pass-through charge from anyone with a
voucher or electronic benefits card issued under the Women, Infants and Children
(WIC) or Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) support programs, or the
federal Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP, also known as Basic
Food), or a recognized Minnesota food assistance program.



Exemptions.

The charge shall not apply when the merchant is a government agency or for entities
that meet the definition of "food establishment" as defined by Northfield City Code.

Enforcement.

The City shall have the duty and the authority to enforce provisions of this chapter

pursuant to the City Code. &




