
NORTHFIELD RIVERSIDE LIONS PARK – THE DISCOVERY ZONE
  MAYOR and CITY COUNCIL MEETING . . . August 19th 2025  



IT BEGAN WITH THE RIVERFRONT ENHANCEMENT ACTION PLAN
 Adopted by Mayor and City Council in November 2020  



RIVERSIDE LIONS PARK – Long-Range Park Master Plan
approved by Mayor and City Council April 2024

CANNON RIVER

HIGHWAY 3

5TH STREET



THE TWO HIGHEST PRIORITIES 
FOR PARK ENHANCEMENTS

RIVERSIDE LIONS PARK – Long-Range Park Master Plan
recommended project priority areas



THE DISCOVERY ZONE
nature-based play space

Cannon River

Highway 3

RIVERSIDE LIONS PARK PAVILION
existing structure + playground

1a

1b

RIVERSIDE LIONS PARK – Priority Projects
one project . . . two locations



THE DISCOVERY ZONE
nature-based play space

Cannon River

Highway 3

1a

RIVERSIDE LIONS PARK – THE DISCOVERY ZONE
review + approval of proposed nature-based play space



RIVERSIDE LIONS PARK – nature-based playground @ 7th St.    
[concept presented at Park and Recreation Advisory Board meeting – March 2024]

existing playground @ 7th Street

Proposed enhancements – focus on nature-based 
play elements with series of ‘Discovery Zone’  rooms.



RIVERSIDE LIONS PARK – nature-based playground @ 7th St.    
[concept presented at Park and Recreation Advisory Board meeting – August 2024]



RIVERSIDE LIONS PARK – nature-based playground @ 7th St.    
[concept presented at Park and Recreation Advisory Board meeting – January 2025]



RIVERSIDE LIONS PARK – nature-based playground @ 7th St.    
[concept presented at Park and Recreation Advisory Board meeting – January 2025]



STONES + 
SAND BRANCHES + 

BURLAP

SWINGS
[2 sets] STAGE +

 STUMPS

SITTING 
PLAZA

STONES + SAND

BRANCHES + BURLAP

STAGE + STUMPS

SWINGS
[toddlers and older kids]

NEW PUBLIC 
RESTROOM BUILDING

1a – THE DISCOVERY ZONE
what we mean by ‘nature-based’ play



STONES + 
SAND BRANCHES + 

BURLAP

SWINGS
[2 sets] STAGE +

 STUMPS

MOVE SIGN 
TO HERE

CREATE ‘BUMPY’ 
LANDSCAPE CHARACTER

SOFT SURFACE TRAIL CONNECTION 
TO POLLINATOR GARDEN

OPEN LAWN

SOFT SURFACE TRAIL

SITTING 
PLAZA

SIMPLE BRIDGE CROSSINGS

SOFT SURFACE TRAIL

‘BUMPY’ LANDSCAPE CHARACTER

CRUSHED STONE SITTING PLAZA

NEW ACCESSIBLE 
RESTROOM BUILDING

SOFT SURFACE TRAIL CONNECTION 
TO DRY CREEK BED PLAY FEATURE

BRIDGE

BRIDGE

RAIN GARDEN

EXISTING 
PERGOLA

RAIN GARDEN

BIKE RACKS

NEW PUBLIC 
RESTROOM BUILDING

CONCRETE LOOP WALK

1a – THE DISCOVERY ZONE
additional site features + amenities



1a – THE DISCOVERY ZONE
current refined concept design . . . for review + comment + approval



STONES + SAND
climbing and digging



BRANCHES + BURLAP
building and hiding



FINAL LAYOUT + DESIGN WOULD STILL 
INCLUDE MOVEABLE CREATIVE PLAY 

ELEMENTS SIMILAR TO THESE EXAMPLES

1a – THE DISCOVERY ZONE
revised concept for the Branches + Burlap play pod 



STAGE + STUMPS
performing and pretending



1a – THE DISCOVERY ZONE
swings for different age groups



1a – THE DISCOVERY ZONE
connections between play pods



1a – THE DISCOVERY ZONE
central sitting area with picnic tables



1a – THE DISCOVERY ZONE
Climate Action Plan response – natural systems demonstration project



1a – THE DISCOVERY ZONE
Immersion Landscape Concept – native plants + habitat creation

serviceberry

mixed native wildflowers



Riverside Lions Park (The Discovery Zone 1a)   
budget revised in 2024 to $450,000

the PARKS CAPITAL INVESTMENT PLAN
 establishing city-funded portion of park enhancement costs [March 2025]    

$450,000



1a – THE DISCOVERY ZONE
current refined concept design + preliminary cost estimate

PRELIMINARY COST ESTIMATE
SITE WORK      $   60,000
HARDSCAPE      $   50,000
RAIN GARDENS      $   40,000
LANDSCAPING      $   40,000

PLAY PODS and
PLAY EQUIPMENT      $ 175,000

SITE AMENITIES      $   20,000
SITE UTILITIES      $   20,000
--------------------------------------------
TOTAL       $ 405,000

[plus probable contingencies]

[Information summarized from 
detailed cost spreadsheet prepared by 

Project Design Team]



MASTER PLAN 
REVIEW + 
APPROVAL

[PRAB + MAYOR / 
CITY COUNCIL]

REFINED CONCEPT 
DESIGN + 

RESTROOM 
OPTIONS

[design + costs]

COMPLETE 
DETAILED DESIGN 

+ CONFIRM 
PROJECT BUDGET 

and FUNDING

BIDDING + 
CONTRACTS +

 DISCOVERY ZONE 
CONSTRUCTION 

APPROVED 
APRIL 2024

NEXT STEPS TOWARD PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION

WORKING GROUP 
MEETING 

REVIEW + 
COMMENT

WORK-IN-
PROGRESS

CONVENED 
JUNE 2025

BEGINS 
SPRING 2026

FALL/WINTER
2025

PARK and 
RECREATION 

ADVISORY BOARD 

REVIEW + 
APPROVAL

JULY 2025

MAYOR and
 CITY COUNCIL 

REVIEW + 
APPROVAL

AUGUST 2025

RIVERSIDE LIONS PARK – THE DISCOVERY ZONE
 project implementation schedule    



1a – THE DISCOVERY ZONE
REQUEST APPROVAL OF THIS REFINED CONCEPT DESIGN

STONES + SAND

BRANCHES + BURLAP

STAGE + STUMPS



THE DISCOVERY ZONE
nature-based play space

Cannon River

Highway 3

RIVERSIDE LIONS PARK PAVILION
existing structure + playground

1a

1b

RIVERSIDE LIONS PARK – UNIVERSALLY ACCESSIBLE RESTROOMS
two unisex bathrooms at each location – exploring options + costs



EXISTING RESTROOMS ATTACHED TO LIONS PAVILION

RIVERSIDE LIONS PARK RESTROOMS
Option One – renovate existing restrooms to meet ADA accessibility criteria 



RIVERSIDE LIONS PARK RESTROOMS
Option Two – stand alone prefabricated ADA restrooms 

POTENTIAL COST SAVINGS OPTION

Vendor provides the basic ‘box facility’ delivered to 
site; City of Northfield contracts for additional building 

enhancements [roof, siding, etc.]; total cost for this 
building was $100,000

Cost for this structure is $132,000 for complete design & 
supply delivery to the site; installation can be 1-1.5 times 

the cost of the building package; estimated cost - $300,000 



ESTIMATED COST: $500,000

POTENTIAL COST SAVINGS OPTION
Vendor provides the basic ‘box facility’ delivered 
to site; City of Northfield contracts for additional 

building enhancements [roof, siding, etc.]

RIVERSIDE LIONS PARK RESTROOMS
Option Three – new prefabricated pavilion with attached ADA restrooms 



RIVERSIDE LIONS PARK RESTROOMS
Option Four – on site construction of new restroom building 



RIVERSIDE LIONS PARK – potential funding sources
 evaluate costs/budget/funding sources [Park and Recreation Advisory Board – March 2024]

VARIOUS PARK + TRAIL FUNDING GRANTS

PARK + TRAIL DEDICATION FEES

LOCAL OPTION SALES TAX

PHILANTHROPIC GIVING

ADVOCACY PARTNER INITIATIVES

+

+

+

+

AND
AGGRESSIVELY 

PURSUE ALL 

CO-FUNDING 

OPTIONS

FIND WAYS TO INTEGRATE PARK IMPROVEMENTS WITH OTHER 
CITY PROJECTS/BUDGETS SUCH AS STREETS, UTILITIES, SIGNAGE, 

LIGHTING, PUBLIC ART, RIVER ECOLOGY, AND OTHERS.
VOLUNTEER EVENTS + FUNDRAISERS

+

NORTHFIELD CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS PLAN



[through BWSR]

RIVERSIDE LIONS PARK – Budget + Funding Sources
current + future grant applications 
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