
Environmental Quality Commission Recommendation on a 
Direct Current Fast Charger (Level 3) in Northfield 

Overview 
Electric vehicle (EV) drivers are largely limited to Level 2 charging ports within the City 
of Northfie ld , re q uiring  up  to  8 hours to  cha rg e  a n EV to  80% of it s  ca p a city. This lim its 
the  d ista nce  re sid e nts a nd  visito rs m ig ht  t ra ve l fo r re g iona l t rip s.  

Me a nwhile , Dire ct  Curre nt  Fa st  Cha rg ing  (DCFC) Le ve l 3 cha rg ing  p o rts ca n cha rg e  a n 
EV to  80% in und e r 30  m inute s. Ha ving  DCFC Le ve l 3 cha rg ing  op t ions in  Northfie ld  
would  b e ne fit  re sid e nts, visito rs, a nd  fle e t  op e ra to rs, a ll while  sup p ort ing  the  t ra nsit ion 
to  EVs. 
 

Key Findings 
a . St . Ola f Co lle g e , Northfie ld  Hosp ita l, Ca rle ton Co lle g e , a nd  the  City o f 

Northfie ld ’s Le ve l 2 p ub lic  cha rg e rs ha ve  shown e xp one nt ia l p osit ive  g rowth 
in  usa g e  since  2021 (Da ta  g a the re d  b y EQC) 

b . One  fu lly op e ra t iona l DCFC Le ve l 3 cha rg e r is  a va ila b le  a t  Ap p le  Che vro le t , 
two  m ile s from  Brid g e  Sq ua re  a nd  d owntown 

c. Alm ost  10% of ne w ve hicle s so ld  in  the  US in 2024  we re  b a t te ry EVs (US 
Ene rg y I nfo rm a t ion Ad m inist ra t ion). EV m a rke t  sha re  cont inue s to  g row, 
ne ce ssita t ing  a  conve nie nt  a nd  rob ust  cha rg ing  infra st ructure . 

d . Va rious com m unity e ve nts (DJ J D, co lle g e s m ove  in/ m ove  out , Prid e , e tc .) 
a re  hoste d  in  Northfie ld , d ra wing  thousa nd s o f p o te nt ia l EV-d riving , sho rt -
te rm  visito rs.  

e . Tra nsp orta t ion-re la te d  CO2 e m issions from  inte rna l com bust ion e ng ine s 
cont inue  to  contrib u te  to  the  wa rm ing  o f the  a tm osp he re , which ca use s 
e xtre m e  we a the r e ve nts a nd  risks to  life  a nd  p rop e rty.  

Impact 
a . Tra nsp orta t ion CO2 e m issions a re  lowe re d  consid e ra b ly with com m ute rs 

choosing  EVs ove r g a so line -p owe re d  ve hicle s 
b . EV d riving  visito rs would  b e  a b le  to  q uickly cha rg e  the ir EV while  visit ing  

Northfie ld  shop s a nd  a t t ra ct ions, re su lt ing  in  a  p osit ive  e conom ic im p a ct  on 
the  com m unity 

Recommendations 
The  Environm e nta l Qua lity Com m ission re com m e nd s insta lling  conve nie nt ly loca te d  
p ub lic  Dire ct  Curre nt Fa st  Cha rg ing  (Le ve l 3) cha rg ing  sta t ions in  Northfie ld  a nd  
e ncoura g e s fu ture  infra st ructure  d e ve lopm e nt  b id d ing  to  includ e  such insta lla t ions.  

https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=63904
https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=63904

	Overview
	Key Findings
	Impact
	Recommendations

