
City of Northfield 

Northfield, Minnesota 

Historic Designation Request Form 
This City form is for requesting the local designation of sites within the City of Northfield as Historic Sites. The form utilizes topics 
and criteria similar to those on the Registration Form for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places, adapted for the 
purpose of local designation only. This form is not to be used for nomination to the National Registration for Historic Places. 

Each topic lists instructions for completing the form. Each numbered section can be expanded as needed with relevant and 
applicable information. Supplemental information can be referred to in the form and included by attached section continuation 
pages. 

1. Name of the Site (a Site may be a district, property, building, landscape feature, or object)_______________________ 
Current name: 418 College St. Residence 
Historic name:      Norton House 
Other  Lawrence House (by community sometime after/during Lawrence lived at the house between 1913-1942) 

 

2.      Location__________________________________________________________________________ 
   Street address:  418 College St. 

Other: 
City:  Northfield State: MN Zip  Code:  55057  County:  Rice  
GPS (if available): 

 

  3.     Ownership and Contact_____________________________________________________________ 
Current owner:  Alice and Bruce Thomas 
Street Address:  418 College St. 

    City:  Northfield  State: MN  Zip Code:    55057 
Telephone number(s): 507-645-8482 
Owner Representative or Contact:  na 
 Telephone Number(s) 

  

4. Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC) Recommendation 
HPC received this Request Form on:  Reviewed Request on:  

 The HPC recommends Approval of local designation (any qualifications are to be attached)  
he HPC recommends Denial of local designation at this time (any qualifications are to be attached) 

 

 

Name - printed 
Note: Applicant may appeal HPC recommendation directly to the City Council. 

5. City Council Certification 
City Council received this Request on:  and reviewed Request on:  

 The City Approves this local designation (qualifications may be attached) 
 The City Denies this local designation (reasons are to be attached) 

 
 Signature of HPC Chair or designee date of signature 

Name - printed 
ATTACHMENTS: 

Signature  of  HPC  Chair  or  designee date  of  signature 



 

6. Historic Site Data 
Enter information for each category below 

Ownership of Property  Category of Property List number of resources by Category:  
(Check as many as needed) (Check only one box)  

 X  private ___ district  

 public - local X  building(s)  

 public - state  site or landscape  

 public- US  structure(s)  

  object                 total of  ___1___ 

Property Dimensions and/or Area:   3,328 SF 

Date of Original Construction: 1877-78 

7. Historic Site Description 
a. Historic or Original Functional Uses: 
(List Uses chronologically if known) 

Recent and Current Functional Uses: 
(List chronologically if known and appropriate) 

 
1878-1909 Private Residence – A. W. Norton , prominent business man and Carleton Treasurer     
1909-1913 Residence of Carleton President Cowling 
1913-1945 Private Residence – Carleton Professor Lawrence 
1944-46 Carleton College Men’s Dormitory  
1946-47 Carleton College Women’s Dormitory  
1947-51 Carleton College Men’s Dormitory 
1951-1953 Carleton duplex rental for non-Carleton employees 
1953-1956 Carleton duplex rental for Carleton employees 
1956 – 1969 Private Residence – Carleton employee, Ellefson; after death son on 1st floor; rental unit on 2nd floor  
1969 - present Private Residence – Carleton Emeritus Professor Thomas 
 
b. Describe Architectural Features and Characteristics 
 
 See Attachment A 
 
c. Describe Historic/Original and Current Materials 
 
 See Attachment B 
 

 

8. Statement of Significance 
 

Applicable Local Designation Criteria 
Indicate the criteria applicable to the property that qualify it for Local Designation as an Historic Site. 
More than one Criterion for Significance may be selected. Selected Criteria must be supported by information provided. 

A. The site is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of local       
history. 

          _X___  B.  The site is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past 

           _X__   C.   The site embodies the distinctive characteristics of a building type, time period, or method of construction; or 
the site represents the work of a master or possesses high artistic values; or the site represents a significance and 
distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. 

 D. The site embodies distinctive characteristics that are representative examples of a local historic contexts, and/or 
its developmental history, and thereby important for continued public understanding of our heritage. 

  E. The site has yielded or is likely to yield information important to pre-history or history.



Description of Significance 

Complete the following descriptions of Significance utilizing expanded space for each, or by Section 8 Continuation pages so 
indicated. 

a. Type of Use and its Significance 
 

b. Time or Period of Significance 
See Attachment C. 

c. List Significant Persons and/or Events associated with the site 
See Attachment D. 

d. Architect and/or Builder 
 

e. Narrative Statement of Significance 
. (Describe the significance expanding on the above summary items, and additional topics of interest.)  

  In addition to the significance included in the attachments, the context of the house is also relevant and of 
interest - in several ways.  First, the house is in a block adjacent to Central Park. When John North platted Northfield in 1855, 
he designated the square block bounded by Third Street, Independence (now College), Fourth Street and Winona as a “public 
square.”  The park was used to lay out the town with the Minneapolis architect placing a stone at the four corners of the 
square with which to make future surveys. 
                   Secondly, the house is located in the old neighborhood of the community and is only one of many houses in 
the area east of the downtown that have been well maintained.  Together they create an aesthetic and cultural history to 
connect the neighborhood to the past and to those who contributed to its growth and development. 
                  Thirdly, Norton had a brother who built even a larger house adjacent to the college three blocks away from 
this house.  It was eventually purchased by Carleton and demolished.  Together the Norton brothers made a significant 
contribution in the development of this community.  
 

9. Important Bibliographical References 
Include bibliographical references in the Historic Significance narrative as part of Section 8. 

Primary locations of this property and historical data used for this request: 

     X   City of Northfield HPC Files 

         __X    Northfield Historical Society ___X_Rice County Historical Society 

___   Northfield Public Library 

    X    Carleton College Library and Archives 

 St. Olaf College Library and Archives 

          State Historical Society Archives  ______ State Historic Preservation Office 

10. Property/Site Graphics 
 This information may be included as part of the Historic Significance narrative as part of Section 8  

Illustrations of the site are required to include: historic, developmental, and current. Indicate those included: 

X  Historic Photographs 

  Historic site drawing and/or plat map location 

X  Photographs of key developmental changes to the property or site, if any 

X  Current photographs 

  Current site plan and/or plat map location 

 Drawings or renderings of the original site, property, building, or object (if available) 
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