
Attachment 1 - 2023 Community Events (applications received & processed as of 04/30/2023)

Location In-kind Grant 
Support * Event Description

Budgeted $47,900

ELCA Alleluia Fun Run Bethel Lutheran Church 4/16/2023 $0 Bethel Lutheran Church is hosting an Alleluia Fun Run in conjunction with their worship service on April 16.  
Expected attendance is 60 people.

Northfield's Earth Day Celebration Division Str. Between 4th & 5th 
Street and Bridge Square

4/22/2023 Rain Date:  
04/29/2023 $190 

The Earth Day organizers are planning for Cannon Valley Farmer's Market, Earth Day exhibitors, speakers and 
one food truck.  They are proposing to use the area along Water Street starting at the north side of the post office 
back entrance so not to block that.  As well as Bridge Square between division and Water Street including Bridge 
Square Street from Division Street up to the Bridge.  It is expected that 300 people will attend the event.  

Northfield Area Family YMCA 
Healthy Kids Day Fun Run Streets around YMCA 4/29/2023 $0 

Healthy Kids Day is where local groups and organizations that promote health and wellness activities gather at the 
YMCA to showcase the importance of healthy living.  This will all be on the YMCA property, but there will be a 
fun run beginning at 10 a.m. that will run on City streets.  Expected attendance is 100 people.

Northfield Prays Bridge Square 5/4/2023 $0 
Life 21 Church plans to set up a small tent and small sound system for spoken prayers over a microphone and 
musical song sets throughotu the day.  People will pray in small groups around the square intermittently.  It is 
expected that 30-40 people will attend per hour.

Riverwalk Market Fair and Friends 
of Downtown Northfield Third 
Thursday Night Block Parties

Division Str. Between 4th & 5th 
Street and Bridge Square

05/18/2023, 06/15/2023, 
07/20/2023, 08/17/2023 and 

09/21/2023
$3,750 

Riverwalk Market Fair with Friends of Downtown Northfield to host Third Thursday Block
Parties downtown Northfield. This will include participation from local vendors, small business
and downtown businesses alike.  Expected attendance is 600 people per night.

The Heywood Ride Central Park/Sechler Park for 
Riders to Camp 05/19/2023-05/20/2023 $555 

The Heywood Ride is a community driven bicycle ride on the rural roads of Rice County and Goodhue County, 
though most riders will be in Rice County.  The event starts and finishes in Northfield at Central Park and has 
different distances for riders to choose from (30, 55, 110, 162, 390 miles).  Expected attendance throughout the 
event is 1,400.

Riverwalk Market Fair Bridge Square 05/20/2023-10/21/2023 $760 

Riverwalk Market Fair is an open air artisan and farmer's market. We operate at Bridge Square every Saturday 
Mid-May through October. Managers April and Betsy are onsite each Saturday and often our Board of Directors 
are also in attendance - several on the Board are also vendors/small business owners. As officers of RMF, we are 
both authorized to apply for this Community Event permit. Riverwalk Market Fair is a european open air market 
for Artists, Food Artisians, and Farmers. Vendors selling goods from tents, trucks and trailers. Entertainment, 
musicians, and educators will be present. This is a family friendly, rain or shine, outdoor event.  Expected 
attendance is 250+ per hour.

NPL Outdoor Movie - African 
Diaspora Film Festival - Cancelled Way Park 5/25/2023 $0 Collaboration between Carleton College and the Northfield Public Library .  The expected attendance is 45-60 

people.

St. Olaf Senior Days: Day in 
Northfield Bridge Square 5/26/2023 $0 

St. Olaf provides a series of events for our graduating seniors. "Day in Northfield" is a window of time that we 
provide transportation to our seniors to spend one more afternoon in downtown Northfield. We will bus students 
from campus and drop off in Bridge Square throughout the time frame of the event. In Bridge Square we plan to 
offer Tin Tea from a table under a tent. Students will then be encouraged to travel around town and enjoy the city.  
Expected attendance is 300 people.

Minnesota Fire Engine Club - 
Pumpers in the Park

Bridge Square, 5th Street and 
Water Street 5/27/2023 $0 

The Minnesota Fire Engine Club brings antique fire trucks to the river and pull water from the river to put on a 
show for the public. When it gets dark we light up the streams of water with colored lights to put on an awesome 
colored water show. The public also gets the chance to learn about the historical fire trucks and equipment that we 
use to put on the show.  Expected attendance is 150 people.

Northfield Community Band Concert
Bridge Square, Street blocked in 
front of Northfield Historical 
Society

06/01, 06/08, 06/15, 06/22 
and 06/29/2023 $485 

Northfield Community Band hosts a free concert series each summer where families, and community members 
can enjoy instrumental music on Bridge Square. All band members are volunteers. This event draws the 
community to shop and eat downtown.  June 15 date will be in conjunction with Friends of Downtown Northfield 
and Riverwalk Marketfair event (organizers have confirmed together).  Expected attendance is 100+ people.

Pride in the Park Central Park 6/3/2023 TBD
Northfield's 3rd annual Pride in the Park celebration will include music, activities, stage shows, 
guest speakers, and about 55 exhibitors and vendors who will each be assigned a space to 
use. Expected attendance is 2,500 people.

Event/Organization Event Date Approved by 
Council Date



YMCA Y Kids Tri

Old Memorial Park and Pool for 
run/swim; bike portion in a square 
on 7th Street, Union, 5th Street 
and Prairie Streets

6/23-6/24/2023 $295 

The Y Kids Tri is a triathlon for kids ages 6-14 from Northfield and the surrounding communities. In the past, we 
have seen 20% attendance from out of town, including many participants from Rochester, Owatonna, and the 
metro area. It is organized by the Northfield Area Family YMCA and many community volunteers. This event 
was started in 2009 and has seen new families participate each year along with new families eager to participate 
once thier children reach age 6. After missing the event due to the pandemic, volunteers, staff and participants are 
excited to see this community event continue after its successful return last year.  Expected attendance 500 
people. 

The Winter's Tale - Shakespeare in 
the Park - Northfield Arts Guild Central Park

07/05/2023 - 08/05/2023; 
07/28/2023-07/30/2023 

performances; 08/03/2023-
08/05/2023 performances; 
Plus Rehearsal and Set Up $0

This is the Northfield Arts Guild's summer theater event that has a long history of production in Central Park. In 
2023, The Winter's Tale by Wm. Shakespeare is the production - directed by longtime Guild director and leader, 
Susan Carlson.  This follows the same timeline and production arrangement as many past summer theater 
productions. Expected attendance is 70 people per performance.

Mercado Local Bridge Square
07/08, 07/22, 08/12 and 

08/26/2023 $0

Mercado Local would like to follow the Riverwalk Market and Fair on Saturdays at Bridge Square due to the fact 
that Mercado Local cannot participate in the Build a Business at Riverwalk again, the invitation is one time only. 
Expected attendance unkown as this is a new event.  Around 10 vendors.

Vintage Band Festival Bridge Square 7/29/2023 $895

The Vintage Band Festival will be a one-day event performed outside featuring brass and wind bands playing 
concerns in Bridge Square.  There will be one stage in Bridge Square.  The Vintage Band Festival was established 
in 2006.  In this year, 2023, we will present 12 hours of music with multiple bands.  It is a free festival for all 
ages.  The bands play music from historical eras and ethnic traditions using vintage instruments.  Expected 
attendance is 2,000 people.

TBI Ranch Run for the Ranch
Spring Creek Park and 
Surrounding Streets 7/29/2023 $65

TBI Ranch is sponsoring a 5K fundraiser for TBI Ranch, a 501(c)(3), that was founded to offer a retreat center to 
people affected by traumatic brain injuries.  This is the first big event and excited to involve parts of Northfield 
that are important to them in the 5K route.  Expected attendance is 150 people.

Airstream Rally/Caravan - Rally on 
the River Ames Park 08/10/2023 - 08/13/2023 $60 

The Minnesota Airstream Club is looking at repeating last year's very successful airstream rally in Northfield.  
The goal is a "full" rally of 28-30 airstreams camped in Ames Park Thursday through Saturday night.  Rally 
activities are the usual thought of camping activities such as:  gathering for food and fellowship, outdoor cooking, 
yard games, acoustic music in the evening.  An "urban rally" also gives the attendees the opportunity to explore 
the town and support local businesses.  Expected attendance at the event is 60 people.

Defeat of Jesse James Days

Washington Park by City hall for 
Kids Bouncy Ball Contest, 
Riverside, Sechler, Babcock Park, 
Rodeo Grounds, Ames Park for 
Carnival, Tyler Park for 
Volleyball, Memorial Park for 
Bike Ride start/finish

09/06/2023 - 09/10/2023 TBD

The 4-day event brings together the Northfield community to celebrate an historic event. The event brings 
approximately 200,000 people from the around the State and surrounding regions to the community. The 
celebration is the 3rd largest festival in the State. The event is advertised locally, statewide and in out-of state 
media. This event has existed for over 50 years.

Hispanic Heritage Celebration Central Park 9/16/2023 $950 The 5th Annual Hispanic Heritage Celebration will feature bands, dancers, food trucks and food vendors and 
crafts from a variety of latin cultures in Central Park.  Expected attendance is 3,000 people.

International Day of Peace Bridge Square 9/21/2023 $0 Community-based event with speakers, activities for all ages, music and refreshments.  Expected attendance for 
the event is 200 people.

TOTAL (estimated) $8,005 
Estimated Dollars Remaining $39,895 

* A refundable damage deposit is required for use of barricades, picnic tables and keys.  City delivery of barricades and picnic tables is available for a 
fee (actual costs for time and equipment).  These costs are not in kind grant eligible.  Electrical fees are not in kind grant eligible.
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