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Council Review

• Site Plan
– Bike/Ped Trail
– Boat Launch

• Building Elevation
– aesthetic
– materials

• Gateway Considerations – landscaping, 
hardscaping, public art, etc.
– Highway 3
– 5th Street

• Ames Park corridor (Proposed City cost)



City Guiding Documents

• Comprehensive Plan

• City of Northfield Gateway Corridor 
Improvement Plan (May 2012)

• Downtown Northfield Streetscape Framework 
Plan (May 2006)



TH3 and 5th Street Gateway

• Define as a gateway into 
the Downtown

• Improve views and 
connection into the 
Downtown area

“…has been designed to extend the 
edge of the Downtown to TH 3”

Downtown Northfield Streetscape Framework Plan (May 2006)



TH3 and 5th Gateway

Downtown Northfield Streetscape Framework Plan (May 2006)

Northfield Roundtable Notes from 
Worksession February 3, 2012



Landscape – Context Plan



Landscape – Planting



Landscape – Planting

Existing open sight line of river on 
south portion of project.

View of Ames Park-Open sight line of 
river with native planting buffer

View of Water Street River Walk & Ames 
Park-Open sight lines of river with native 
planting buffer

Low maintenance native planting.

©All drawings and content copyright DJ Medin Architects, Inc. and/or Wenck Associates.



Landscape – Planting

Dwarf Bush Honeysuckle

Spirea Pink Sparkler

Juniper Degroots Spire

Juniper Lime Glow

Spirea Pink Sparkler

Terraced Retaining Walls
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Landscape – Planting



Riverwalk Trail Addition Concept
Location Map

NOT RECOMMENDED

Fence/Buffer

Trail 8’



Emergency Access Area
softscaping, hardscaping, surface



Lower Floor Plan
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Main Floor Plan
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Upper Floor Plan
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Existing Building
Architectural Considerations



Exterior Elevation – Stone



Exterior Elevations – Stone 
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Concept Sketch Rendering



Material Samples



Vetter Stone - Example

https://themoscowtimes.com/news/us-embassy-slams-door-on-student-workers-22980http://www.vetterstone.com/color-finishes/

http://www.vetterstone.com/all-projects/
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Stone Examples – downtown district



Window Replacement



Exterior Elevations – Metal Panels
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Actual 3 color samples



Exterior Elevations – Metal Panels
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Exterior Elevation – Metal Panel

Dri-Design Panels – HealthPartners Neuroscience Center



Dri-Design Panels – HealthPartners Neuroscience Center

https://mgmcgrath.com/portfolio/healthpartners-neuroscience-center/
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Metal Examples – Northfield



PLANNED LOCATION
- Southwest corner of parking 

lot
- Requires building at base of 

tower that needs to be 
heated and cooled

- Power to the small building 
will be supplied by the main 
building

- Separate conduit from main 
building to small building 
necessary for fiber 
communications to base of 
tower



120-ft TOWER
- No guy wires
- Requires building at base of tower
- The tower will be self-supported

TOWER BENEFITS
- Wireless backup to any of our fiber-

connected buildings
- Easy access to direct, line-of-sight, 

wireless equipment
- Free – aside from the equipment 

necessary for the connections, we 
would not have to pay a monthly fee 
for connections

- It replaces the existing tower.  If the 
tower is not replaced at this location, 
would a City Hall connection be 
acceptable?



PROPOSED COSTS
- $49,305.50 – 120-ft Tower
- $12,000 – 8x12 Building
- $1,885 – Deliver and anchor building
- $14,790 – 9’x12’ Concrete Slab (bldg.)
- $3,909.15 – 6’x9’ chain link fence
- $4,175.81 – Grounding system (bldg.)
- $1,650 – Ice bridge from bldg. to tower

- Total = $87,715.46



Concept Signage (hwy 3 view)

Utilize complementary stone



Ames Park Gateway 
Considerations

Future Action



Ames Park Gateway Concept



Ames Park Gateway Concept

Proposed Phase



Landscape – Planting & Hardscaping

Big BluestemSedium Autumn Fire Orange Coneflower
Prairie Drop seed & Purple 

Coneflower
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Limestone Hardscaping

Little Bluestem

Digital Sign

Big Bluestem



Landscaping – Ames Park Gateway



Gateway Enhancements – options      
Ames Park adjacent to roadway

Underground Power Lines

Monument or Public Art (1% for Arts)Monument Sign/Digital Events Sign



Gateway Concept Sketch



Northfield Corridor Improvement Plan 
Public Art



Northfield Corridor Improvement Plan 
Monuments



Downtown Northfield Streetscape 
Framework Plan – Gateway Monuments



Recommendation This Evening

• Consideration of Resolution
– Building Design, Building Materials

• Staff proposes stone (alternate consideration metal)

– Landscaping Plans
– Communication Tower Location
– North Surfacing - Concrete Apron & Parking
– East & South Surfacing - Bituminous
– Signage (Future Council Approval)

• Discussion on Ames Park Gateway Enhancements
– Future consideration including cost estimates.
– Landscaping, community sign, public art, monument, 

electrical underground



Future Actions

• Resolution Preliminary Approval of Financing, 
Lease

• Resolution Supporting Financing of Additional 
Ames Park Gateway Enhancements (city 
decision and cost only)

• Resolution Calling for Public Hearing 
Improvement Bonds

• Approval of Construction Documents & 
Authorize Bids.



Questions/Discussion


