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Legislation Text
Motion 2025-106

File #: 25-457, Version: 1

City Council Meeting Date: August 19, 2025

To: Mayor and City Council
City Administrator
From: Andrew Tussing, Streets & Parks Manager

Consider Motion approving the Riverside Park Playground Improvement Plan.

Action Requested:
Consider Motion approving the Riverside Park Playground Improvement Plan.

Summary Report:

The City has been working with Bruce Jacobson (Landscape Architect) and Bolten & Menk, Inc. to replace the
playground off Seventh Street in Riverside Park. The playground replacement has been discussed multiple
times at the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board; staff also held neighborhood meetings with users, and nature
-based playground was the decision for replacement. The nature-based design better complements the existing
green space within that area of Riverside Park. Staff has been working with Age Friendly Northfield to get
input on making sure this park is not only ADA accessible, but accessible for all ages.

Bruce Jacobson will present the final play feature and final plan. Once approved by Council, staff will move
forward on constructing a bid package to send out and request bids to complete this project.

The specific plans for approval at tonight’s meeting (attachment 1) and the overall presentation (attachment 2)
are attached. The construction document plan for approval tonight is consistent with the Riverside Lions
Master Plan (attachment 3).

Alternative Options:
NA

Financial Impacts:
Riverside Lions Park replacement $405,000 out of the Park Fund, which was approved as part of the CIP
adoption.

Tentative Timelines:
e No further action by City Council after plan adoption.
e After approval, detailed construction documents and bidding will proceed forward in 2025-2026.
e Project to start Spring 2026
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THE 2020 RIWVERFRONT ENHANCEMENT ACTION PLAN

ESTABLISH ===

IT BEGAN WITH THE RIVERFRONT ENHANCEMENT ACTION PLA
'y ot Adopted by Mayor and City Council in November 2020
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1. February 27t 2023 Kick-Off Meeting with Northfield
2. June 14t 2023 Meeting with Village on the Cannon R
3. May 15t 2023 Meeting with DJID Work Group + Carni
4. May 31% 2023 Meeting with Northfield Area Veteran
5. September 20" 2023 Park Work Group Workshop #1
6. October 11th 2023 Meeting with Northfield Garden C
7. November 2" 2023 Park Work Group Workshop #2
8. November 29t 2023 Park Work Group Workshop #3
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RIVERSIDE LIONS PARK Long Range Park Master PIa
A approved by Mayor and City Council April 2024
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THE DISCOVERY ZONE
nature-based play space
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Cannon River

THE DISCOVERY ZONE
nature-based play space
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Proposed enhancements — focus on nat
play elements with series of ‘Discovery

RIVERSIDE LIONS PARK — nature-based playground @ 7t S
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COMNCEPT MEETING/ 2024

= Meandering trail featuring distinct nature play
: features on the interior

CANNON RIVER THEMED PLAY
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CONTAINER DETAILS

TOTAL WOOD FIBER MREA

2454 5F

TOTAL SAND AREA

226 5F

TOTAL ARTIFICIAL TURF AREA

984 5F

EDGING TYPE
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FINISH GRADE

TOP OF CURE

""SITE PREPARATION REGUIREMENTS:

PERIMETER

CURE DIMENSICN
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= MAXIMUM OF "% GRADE CHANGE ACROSS CONTAINER
= NO PRE-NSTALLED DRAIN TILE OUTSIDE OF 4 FEET OF

= DRAIM TILE STUB TO BE PROVIDED IF DRAIN TILE 15 REQUIRED
= NO DRAINAGE AGGREGATE PRE-INSTALLED

= NO FABRIC PREIINSTALLED

= MINIMUM CONTAINER SIZE MEEDED DENOTES THE INSIDE OF
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TO DRY CREEK BED PLAY FEATURE

. LANDSCAPE BERM

SOFT SURFACE TRAIL CONNECTION
TO POLLINATOR GARDEN

NATLRE PLAY

o, WL . e g R e N — LANDSCAPE BERM
-:Et o PN 5 — ' \ ' RFNCH

|
— EXISTING | CREATE ‘BUMPY’
™= PERGOLA LANDSCAPE CHARACTER

:¢ B\

= - !

\
4L RAIN GARDEN ‘E

DER OUTCROPP| [

STONES +
SAND

SITTING
PLAZA

PLAMT BED

SOFT SURFACE TRAIL “ATIC W/ PICHIC TAEL

STAGE +
STUMPS
= LANDSEAPE BERM

CONCRETE LOOP WALK ¢4

% aevgagu 2= 14

— PLANT BED - NEWA

RESTROC
‘— EXISTING SEV

-

NEW PUBLIC

OPEN LAWN

ey

RD

GARDEN

mr.

[ E7

_____ o s fﬁ.,._ ‘
SOFTSURMT = RESTROOM BUILDING
f BIKE RACKS

N s PLANT BEL — EE HACES

TO HERE

1a — THE DISCOVERY ZONE

NMORTHFIELD e . —
additional site features + amenities

MINHESOTA




| 1-’-I1H'IH*'|
%

ey X By = : o
o o ;Il -
gﬂ"?} Jﬂ“ J:i_i".u Fr A ._g‘ | :
- N -
i 11 R A o

s
i
\,\5:

t

|
]

_
e

NORTHFIELD
MINNESOTA
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current refined concept design . . . for review + comment + approva




L,,, | ww”

lIIII[|II .HHH‘I#'—'M







Clambering loops

Safety sign

l;’ [ L] % ‘s’@ '#i! .
¥ .; ‘ : -

- ' =

A o~ kg * :

o, B g 3 S, 55

=~ LY - g 2 ol

b= A | =
— . LSRN
e e ST

o

| FINAL LAYOUT
D O INCLUDE MO

ELEMENTS SIMIL

R 6' use zone

bl

,I"

Tria gle ;net

1a — THE DISCOVERY ZONE

I T RCTrIELD revised concept for the Branches + Burlap play poc




= ~ '. | %11 _‘,f | -II
Tl | et

4

t

e
e i ﬁ
e —
= i
" _—




F

“!*

-
A
£

-
L]

v " - ai’ 3 .
T s ol ‘ X a
i @ *-,-,% e s I ¢
A - ¥ i
" - i 3 a
[l a4 '

b —

T A il

1a — THE DISCOVERY ZONE

MINKESOTA swings for different age groups
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MINHESOTA

connections between play pods



1a — THE DISCOVERY ZONE
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MINKESOTA central sitting area with picnic table:
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MINKESOTA Climate Action Plan response — natural systems demonstration project
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MINKESOTA Immersion Landscape Concept — native plants + habitat creatior




Riverside Lions Park (The Discovery Zone 1a)
budget revised in 2024 to $450,000 -

City of Northfield Capital Improvegy :nt Plan for Parks, Open Space, Trails and Recreation Facilities

PRIORITY INITIATIVES

RIVERFRONT PARK MAINTENANCE
Replacement of dated playground equipment ' $450,000 ' nge and address accessibility

Riverside Lions (playground 1) |s 300,000 | | | | | | I l
Riverside Lions (playground 2) 200,000

Replacement/rehabilitation of dated park structures (gazebos, pavilions or warming houses)

Sechler shetter, toilet expans, ADA) 5 1,000,000
sechler (pavilion replacement) 5 120,000

the PARKS CAPITAL INVESTMENT PLAN
J\{ NORTHFIELD

MINHESOTA establishing city-funded portion of park enhancement costs [March 2025]
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NEXT STEPS TOWARD PROJECT IMPL

MASTER PLAN REFINED CONCEPT WORKING GROUP
REVIEW + DESIGN + MEETING
APPROVAL RESTROOM
OPTIONS REVIEW +
[PRAB + MAYOR / [design + costs] COMMENT
CITY COUNCIL]

PARK and MAYOR and
RECREATION CITY COUNCIL
ADVISORY BOARD

REVIEW + PROJECT BUD
REVIEW + APPROVAL and FUNDI
APPROVAL

WORK-IN- CONVENED JULY 2025 AUGUST 2025 FALL/WINT
APPROVED PROGRESS JUNE 2025 2025
APRIL 2024

RIVERSIDE LIONS PARK — THE DISCOVERY ZONE

MINKESOTA project implementation schedule
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Highway 3 | 4 ;

Cannon River

THE DISCOVERY ZONE
nature-based play space
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RIVERSIDE LIONS PARK RESTROO

Option One - renovate existing restrooms to meet ADA accessibility crit



Cost for this structure is $132,000 fo

supply delivery to the site; installatio
the cost of the building package; esti
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Romtec- Sierra || Compact 2016

pgraded 5145k

includes: o=l wamy
Not included: ssembly, 75 mubtipler for ot po

POTENTIAL COST SAVINGS OPTION
Vendor provides the basic ‘box facility’ delivered to
site; City of Northfield contracts for additional building
enhancements [roof, siding, etc.]; total cost for this
building was $100,000

RIVERSIDE LIONS PARK RESTROO
J\{ NORTHFIELD

MINESOTA Option Two — stand alone prefabricated ADA restro




ESTIMATED C¢

POTENTIAL COST
Vendor provides the bas
to site; City of Northfield

building enhanceme

RIVERSIDE LIONS PARK RESTROO
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MINNESOTA Option Three — new prefabricated pavilion with attached ADA restro
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RIVERSIDE LIONS PARK RESTROO
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MINNESOTA Option Four — on site construction of new restroom buil




NORTHFIELD CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS PLAN

VARIOUS PARK + TRAILF

PARK + TRAIL DEDI

AGGRESSIVELY
PURSUE ALL
| CO-FUNDING
AR ! OPT|°Ns

LOCAL OPTION ¢

PHILANTHROPI

ADVOCACY PARTNE

FIND WAYS TO INTEGRATE PARK IMPROVEMENTS WITH OTHER
CITY PROJECTS/BUDGETS SUCH AS STREETS, UTILITIES, SIGNAGE,

LIGHTING, PUBLIC ART, RIVER ECOLOGY, AND OTHERS.
VOLUNTEER EVENTS

J\{ NORTHFIELD RIVERSIDE LIONS PARK — pOtentiaI fu

MINHESOTA
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FIVE STAR AND URBAN WATERS RESTORATION GRANT
PROGRAM
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Full Proposal Due Date: January 30 2025, by 11:59 PM Eastern Time

Habitat Enhancement Landscape Program [through BWSR]
OUTDOOR RECREATION GRAN

HELP supports efforts to restore and enhance strategically located diverse native habitats found in
. , : . - . 2025 PROGRAM MANU,
Minnesota's natural areas, conservation lands, and open spaces to benefit declining populations of
bees, butterflies, dragonflies, birds, and other wildlife species that are essential for ecosystems and
food production. HELP prioritizes large-scale initiatives on the landscape that support these
declining populations, with an emphasis on protecting pollinators. With HELP, BWSR intends to

build new partnerships and fill gaps left by other conservation programs.

¢ $3.5 million available in grant funding

* Eligible applicants: tribal governments, soil and water conservation districts, watershed
districts, watershed management organizations, local government joint powers boards,

counties, municipalities, non-government organizations, park districts and contractors

e Applicants can apply for a minimum of $50,000 and a maximum of $500,000

RIVERSIDE LIONS PARK — Budget + Funding Sou

current + future grant applicat

NORTHFIELD
' MINNESOTA



CITY OF NORTHFIELD, MN
CITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 2024-040
APPROVING RIVERSIDE LIONS PARK

MASTER PLAN

WHEREAS, Riverfront Enhancement Action Plan prioritized projects and strategies that may allow
for the maximization of riverfront enhancements that would fulfill desired outcomes
such as “enhanced tourism” and “expanded downtown™ within the “Economic
Development: A Community That’s Economically Thriving” Strategic Priority Area;
and

WHEREAS, the Riverfront Enhancement Action Plan provides a framework to advance strategic
priorities, guide future actions and realize an exciting regional experience, and

WHEREAS, the 2020 Riverfront Enhancement Action Plan Sequence Chart has identified Enhancing
and Activating Your Riverfront Parks as a key initiative in the plan; and,

WHEREAS, the City hired the team of Bruce Jacobson, Bob Close, and Teresa Jensen to prepare the
Master Plan for Riverside Lions Park; and

WHEREAS, the Master Plan for Riverside Lions Park complements and expands upon the City
Parks, Open Space and Trail System Plan and shall serve as the vision to guide long
term development and improvements; and,

WHEREAS, stakeholder and public input was received on the different options for development of
the park and there was general support for the Master Plan; and,

WHEREAS, the master plan guides stewardship and help ensure that park features and amenities
reflect the needs of the communities they serve; and,

WHEREAS, establishing a vision will help ensure long-term financial sustainability through planful
private and public improvements; and,

WHEREAS, the Park and Recreation Advisory Board passed a motion recommending approval of
the final master plan on March 4, 2024
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL THAT:
1. The Riverside Lions Park Master Plan is approved;
2. Establishes a vision to guide long-term development and improvements;
3. Prioritization and programming of improvements identified in the Master Plan will be carried

out annually through the annual development and approval of the City Budget and Capital
Improvement Plan.

PASSED by the City Council of the City of Northfield on this 2nd day of April, 2024.

ATTEST
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MIXED PLANTING
green screen

P DISCOVERY ZONE
POLLINATOR GARDENS & .4 restrooms, playground

w/ sitting plaza

CONNECT 8“‘ STREET BIKEWAY
TO MILL TOWNS STATE TRAIL

ACTIVE GAMES AREA
pickleball, bean bags, bocce

LIONS MEMORIALTREES
picnic ground
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