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Summary 
Topic Dakota County Cities/Townships/School 

Districts 
Recurring Absentee Application 
(permanents) 

The county will send recurring 
absentee ballot applications. 

 

Receiving regular applications 
for AB by mail, email or fax 

The county will process all mail 
absentee ballot applications. 
 

If a city/school district receives 
an application for an absentee 
ballot to be mailed, they will 
scan and email the application 
to the county for processing. 

Online applications The county will process all 
online applications. NOTE: the 
SVRS online module will not be 
available in odd years except in 
the case of a special election for 
a federal, state, or county 
office. 
 

 

UOCAVA applications The county will handle all 
aspects of UOCAVA voting. 
 

 

Mail absentee ballots The county will handle all 
aspects of absentee voting by 
mail including fulfillment, 
incidental correspondence, 
rejects, etc. 
 

 

Prepare materials for in-person 
absentee 

County will prepare in-person, 
postage paid absentee 
materials for use at city and 
school districts  

 

In-person absentee ballots The county will be an in-person 
absentee voting site for the 
entire absentee period for all 
Dakota County residents.  
Offered at Hastings, Apple 
Valley and/or West St. Paul, 
election location dependent. 
 
The county will provide regular 
courier services to collect city 
and school district absentee 
ballots to deliver to the County 
Absentee Ballot Board.   

Cities/school districts which 
have regular office hours will 
maintain in-person absentee 
voting sites for the entire 
absentee voting period. 
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Topic Dakota County Cities/Townships/School 
Districts 

Direct balloting/Early Voting (In-
person absentee ballots cast in 
tabulator beginning the 
Tuesday before election day) 

All County in-person absentee 
sites will offer direct balloting 
for all county voters.  
 
 

Direct balloting at cities is 
discretionary. 
 

Health Care Facility absentee 
voting 

 Cities/school districts will carry 
out health care facility voting.  
 

Safe at Home The county will manage all 
aspects of Safe at Home ballots. 
 

 

Agent Delivery and Return All in-person absentee sites will 
issue Agent Delivery and Return 
ballots. 
 

All in-person absentee sites will 
issue Agent Delivery and Return 
ballots to be couriered to the 
County. 
 

Absentee Ballot Board The county will establish the 
Absentee Ballot Board which 
will be responsible for all 
necessary duties to process 
Dakota County absentee ballots.  
The county will pick up and 
courier all Dakota County 
ballots from cities, school 
districts or county service 
centers and delivered to the 
County Absentee Ballot Board.   

School districts that cross 
counties will be responsible for 
all non-Dakota County ballots. 
 

Rejected Ballots The county will issue the 
replacement (only Dakota 
County ballots), to be returned 
by mail to Dakota County. 

 

Spoiled or lost ballots If the voter’s original ballot has 
already been accepted, the 
county and city/school district 
will coordinate efforts so that 
the ballot is spoiled before the 
voter is issued a replacement 
ballot. 
 
If the original ballot has not yet 
been accepted, the county will 
spoil and replace for mail 
absentee voters, or the 
city/school district will spoil and 
replace for in-person voters. 

If the voter’s original ballot has 
already been accepted, the 
county and city/school district 
will coordinate efforts so that 
the ballot is spoiled before the 
voter is issued a replacement 
ballot. 
 
If the original ballot has not yet 
been accepted, the county will 
spoil and replace for mail 
absentee voters, or the 
city/school district will spoil and 
replace for in-person voters. 
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Topic Dakota County Cities/Townships/School 
Districts 

Rosters and greeter lists Electronic roster files will be 
uploaded to the poll book 
management system, for 
download to the poll books. 
 
Supplemental reports of voters 
with ballots accepted after the 
rosters are generated will be 
pushed to the poll books the 
day before election day and 
multiple times on election day. 
 
Rosters and Greeter lists will be 
delivered by vendor.  

Cities/school districts will 
download the rosters to their 
poll books after the rosters are 
generated and before the poll 
books are delivered to the 
election judges or polling 
places. (Pollbook access points 
to be added to all large school 
district office) 
 
Cities/school districts will work 
with the county to ensure that 
on election day all poll books 
sync the AB roster supplement 
before the polls open and 
continue to sync throughout the 
day.  

Results The county will combine 
absentee results from all 
absentee ballot counters to 
create one absentee result 
grand total. This AB total will be 
combined with polling place 
results and posted on the OSS 
and Dakota County websites. 
 
Canvass reports will be made 
available by day 6 on the 
County Sharepoint site. 

Results from the polling places 
will be wirelessly transmitted to 
the county from the ballot 
counters. 
 
Cities/school districts will 
canvass reports against original 
tapes and summary statements. 
 

Storage The county will retain absentee 
ballots and related materials in 
their respective possession. 
 
In the event of a recount, 
materials will be transferred as 
soon as possible to the 
jurisdiction conducting the 
recount. 

Cities/school districts will retain 
absentee ballots and related 
materials in their respective 
possession. 
 
In the event of a recount, 
materials will be transferred as 
soon as possible to the 
jurisdiction conducting the 
recount. 
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