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Agenda

Historical Context

Proposed Ordinances

Each Ordinance Is 
Important



MN Commercial Tobacco History
Minnesota has been a leader in commercial tobacco prevention with a history of 
pioneering policies and programs

First state to enact a Clean Indoor Air Act

First State-Funded tobacco control program focusing on reducing youth access, 
promoting smoke-free environments, and increasing access to cessation resources

City of Northfield was part of the pioneering of Tobacco 21 which raised the minimum 
purchasing age of 21 before the state of Minnesota enacted the policy

The City of Northfield can continue to be on the cutting edge of this work by ending the 
sale of flavored and menthol commercial tobacco products.



Proposed 
Ordinance 
Updates

1. End the Sale of Flavored and 
Menthol Commercial Tobacco 
Products

2. Prohibit the use of Coupons 
and Promotions

3. Prohibit the Delivery Sale of 
Commercial Tobacco 
Products

4. Raise the Minimum Clerk age 
from 18 to 21 



Why ending the sale of flavors and menthol is 
important





Why we need to 
protect our 
youth from 
flavors and 
menthol Menthol products are used by younger 

people more than older people and it 
makes it harder to quit. (MDH)

Cigarette companies have always 
recognized youth as their “replacement 
generation” and have employed a myriad 
of strategies and tactics to target, attract, 
and addict them to tobacco products. 
(American Lung Association)





Cost: $19.99
Cost of 10 packs of 
cigarettes: $104.90

Cost: $22.99
Cost of 23 packs of 
cigarettes: $241.27

Cost: $18.99
Cost of 26 packs of 
cigarettes: $272.74

Cost: $12.99
Cost of 17.5 packs of 
cigarettes: $183.58





Nic Sick:
Slang term for physical 
illness caused by 
excessive nicotine 
intake 
 

Symptoms within 15 
mins

• Nausea/Vomiting

• Stomachache and loss 
of appetite

• Headache

• Increased heart rate 
and blood pressure

• Mouth watering

• Quick, heavy breathing

• Dizziness or tremors

• Confusion and anxiety

Symptoms within 30 
minutes
• Diarrhea
• Shallow breathing 
• Slower heartbeat and 

blood pressure
• Extreme fatigue
• Weakness, slow 

reflexes, unable to 
control muscles

• Pale skin



Nic Sick 
Emergency Room 
visits

• 2010 1/month (CDC)
• After introduction of vaping devices 200/month 

(American Association for Poison Control)
• 2014- Toddler died from accidental liquid nicotine 

poisoning



Northfield Tobacco Shops





MN Cities and 
Counties that 

have 
implemented 

flavor restrictions 



Why restrict coupons 
and promotions?

• The cost of nicotine products has a 
very significant effect on youth 
smoking. Price discounts are 
among the largest of the tobacco 
industry’s marketing expenditures. 
(American Lung Association)







Local Coupon and Promotional 
Advertisements (only 2 gas stations 
featured)



Prohibiting 
Delivery 
Sale’s of 
Tobacco 
Products

Internet sales of tobacco products to underaged individuals 
significantly undermine efforts to protect public health and 
risks creating a new generation of nicotine users 

Laws preventing the sale of tobacco products to youth and 
young adults plays an essential role in averting a lifetime of 
addiction and tobacco related disease

Internet retailers have often failed to implement necessary 
controls to avoid illegally selling tobacco products to young 
people 

(Public Health Law Center)



Raising the 
Minimum 
Legal Sale 
Age for 
Commercial 
Tobacco 
Products

• Setting or raising the minimum clerk age 
could limit underage clerks’ exposure to 
tobacco products and industry marketing 
and decrease the likelihood of clerks using 
these products in the future

• It can be difficult to properly train youth 
who often have limited work hours



Questions?



Thank you for 
your time and 
consideration!
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